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“Christ and the Cross:
The Watershed of All Beliefs”

November 6, 2011 1 Peter 2:1-8

INTRODUCTION Children’s Church
Jesus spoke about being born again. We are all born once, a
physical birth.  When we trust in Christ we experience a new birth
or being born again.  This is what Peter has just referred to in 1:23.

As you proceed through this study, I encourage you to consider
your own spiritual state.  Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your
savior and are you living differently?

1 Peter 2:1-8 (1)So put away all malice and all deceit and
hypocrisy and envy and all slander.  (2)  Like newborn infants,
long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to

salvation-- (3)  if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.  (4)  As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men

but in the sight of God chosen and precious,  (5)  you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  (6)  For it stands in
Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be
put to shame."  (7)  So the honor is for you who believe, but

for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone,"  (8)  and "A stone of

stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
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I The Difference The New Birth Makes Results in
New Interests (2:1-3
* We Are New Creations and We Posses a New Life

2Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
As Peter writes this, He addresses the believing Christian’s new

life, our behavior, and lifestyle. In ch. 2, he continues the themes he
previously began in ch. 1.  Christians treating one another lovingly
and the power of the eternal word of God.

On the 6th day, God created a completely unique creation –
humans. When God makes us new creations in Christ, it is a
completely new and unique creation – A Child of God!

First, Lets focus on the Word of God.
1Peter 1:23-25 since you have been born again, not of perishable
seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of
God;  (24)  for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,  (25)  but
the word of the Lord remains forever." And this word is the good
news that was preached to you.
* Peter compares the imperishable seed of God’s word (1:23) with
the perishable “seed” of the sinful human heart.

This is Practical Christian Living for every believing Christian.
We are new creatures in Christ – We have been born again by the
living and powerful word of God.  And because of that We are to be
different and we are to have new interests – being a mindset that
causes us to see things differently and therefore live differently.

1:13 – Prepare your minds for action – be sober-minded.
So again, the Christian life involves how we think and our
worldview.

Secondly, lets focus on loving one another…
1Pet. 2:1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and
envy and all slander.
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A.   laying aside (v1), or the targeting of sin
”Laying aside” or do what it takes to get rid of these things.

1.  malice – evil actions or manifestations of corrupt
character- Evil Intent.  Malicious = mean attitude resulting in
harmful behavior
Malevolent= wicked, nasty Malefactor = criminal, villan,
offender    malware= computer software designed to remove
dangerous and damaging, unwanted, viruses for your computer.

2.  deceit – untrue, but purposefully misleading, - to
trick or lead astray - something planned, and carried out with
purpose to trick, swindle, and cheat others.  Remember, these are
Christians Peter is addressing.

3.  hypocrisy - Acting or simply living falsely,
living in a manner which misleads others into thinking you are
something which you are not.

4.  envy / jealousy / coveteousness - deep personal
discontent, sinfully dissatisfied, lustfully longing for that which
others have and you don’t, of which the result may end in theft or
worse.

5.  evil speaking or slander – verbal violence
against one’s character or reputation.

This is referring to Christians treatment of one another.   Remember
who Peter is writing to – persecuted believers, fleeing - Peter is
writing to encourage the believers to take action against the old way
of sinful living.  In Ch. 1 – he generically encourages them to love
one another. In Ch. 2- he gets more specific and lists the sins he
sees them falling into.
* What begins as a seed, can quickly grow a root and eventually
bear the fruit of sin. Peter is saying we need to pull these things out
by the bloody roots if necessary.

But we don’t just take something away, without placing
something positive in its place. That is the seed of God’s word
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(1:23).

B.   desiring (v2) - Long for Godly things -
They are corrected for desiring sinful things, but are admonished to
begin to desire good things – Godly things.
1Pet 2:2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that
by it you may grow up to salvation-- (3)  if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is good.

1.  Spiritual milk -
Analogy: babies, need milk.     Spiritual Babies, i.e. newly reborn
believers, need the spiritual milk of the word of God.
This is not a description of newborn babies. It is a command for
new, immature believers. Long for the pure spiritual milk of God’s
word.

Incorruptible seed of God’s word is to take the place and
purge out the seed of our fallen, sinful, human nature.

For the purpose of spiritual growth -

2.  Experience the grace of God -
If you have tasted that the Lord is Good or Gracious.
It’s a reference to Ps. 34:8, but there is more to the original quote.
Psa 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man
that trusts in him.

In other words, If you have truly experienced the goodness of God
and His saving grace – then your next step is not living in the
manner you are presently living, but Loving one another, And now
Desiring the spiritual nourishment of God’s word and allowing it to
make a difference in your lifestyle.

Wow. So persecuted believers aren’t perfect Christians – they are
struggling Christians just as you and I are.

((The Difference New Birth makes is it Should Result in New
Interests because We Are New Creation and Posses a New
Life))
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II The Difference The New Birth Makes Reflects A
New Foundation (2:4-5
* We Are A Dwelling Place for God.
1 Pet. 2:4-5 (4)  As you come to Him, a living stone rejected by
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious,  (5)  you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.

Living Stones
Spiritual House
Holy Priesthood
Spiritual sacrifices

A. living stone (v4) -
Living hope -1:3,  Living Word – 1:23,

1. Christ Himself is the Living Stone – 2:4 (Christ)
2.  Believers in Christ are living stones  2:5 (Believers)

Living building blocks of faith, for spiritual house – the church
Q: What will the building be like with you as one of the building
blocks?  Will it be solid of shakey?

B spiritual house (v5) -

In His letters to the Corinthian Church, Paul writes using similar
references to the church.
1Cor. 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field,
God's building.
We are Gods House.

WE are A Dwelling Place of God.
1Cor. 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not
your own,

These are descriptive terms that point
to the incorruptible and eternal life
ahead.



Sojourning and Suffering…for the joy that is before us

November 2011 Pulpit Series 8

2Cor. 6:16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For
we are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my
dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.

* Christians are the temple and the dwelling place of God. Does it
not make sense that the container in which the holiness of God
dwells, must itself be holy?

C. Holy Priesthood (v5) -
This is dealing with the priest-hood of believers. We do not need
Priests. Jews have priests.  Roman Catholics have priests.
We only need Christ.
1Tim. 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
No Christian is higher than another.
There are not some Christians who can be priests, but others can’t.
All Christians are priests of God – in that every Christian can come
before God himself or herself and do not need another human
being.

Catholics, Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses have modern
day prophets and priests that are intended to stand in the place and
mediate for others before God. We do not need them! “…there is
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus..”.

Yet God does call believers “Priests”, because we can represent
God to the people around us – as ambassadors, and representatives.

D. Spiritual Sacrifices (v5) -

Spiritual Sacrifices to God
* “More Precious Than Gold”, Helen Pocock

1) surrendering one’s life to God
Rom 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
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2) Sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to God
Heb 13:15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.

3) Good works and sharing with others
Heb 13:16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

4) Support ministers of the Gospel
Php 4:18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.

Spiritual sacrifices, opportunities for ministry and acts of worship to
our God are all responsibilities of every believing Christian, each of
whom are “priests” to our God.

((The New Birth Reflects A NewFoundation because We Are A
Dwelling Place for God.))

III The Difference The New Birth Makes Reveals A
New Perspective (2:6-8)
* Our Faith Is the Foundation for Suffering.

1Pet. 2:6-8 (6)  For it stands in Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in
Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame."  (7)  So the honor is for
you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,"  (8)  and "A
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do

A. Believing Stone (6-7 (Is.28:16)  (Ps.118:22)

1.  Corner Stone (v6) Chief Stone -
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2.  Precious - Great value, inestimable worth
precious to those who believe – (1:17-19 – precious blood of
Christ, our source of our eternal salvation)

B. Stumbling Stone (7b-8) (Is.8:14)
* We are given a warning regarding conflict.

To those who do not believe
1.  Jesus is a Stone of stumbling- that which people

trip and fall with the idea being “apostasy”

2.  Jesus is the Stone of offense -
“They stumble because they disobey the word” (v8) (ESV)  Or

they refuse to believe in the finished work of Christ.
They are offended at Jesus and the gospel because they contradict
what they have been taught.

Back to
”the living Word” - 1 Pet.1:23
the “Eternal Word” – 1 Pet. 1:25
“Nourishing Word” – 2 Pet. 2:2
Notice what this is not: It is not a warning re: conflict over
positions of authority, or territorial rights, or personal possessions.
The warning is concerning conflict and divisions that will come
because of  “the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”.

Some will believe the word of God as Truth, some will reject
in word of God, for the teachings of men.

Some will receive Christ, some will reject Christ, for the
practicing of their own traditions or religious rituals.

Some will hear and believe the gospel message, while others
will turn away from it for more appealing and self appeasing
religious beliefs.

Both the Bible and Church History tell us that God’s word and
Jesus Christ, along with the purity and simplicity of the gospel --
will be a source of life, but also a source of suffering.
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Every religion must decide –
“What do they do with Jesus?”

Every Christian Sect must decide – What are we to believe and
teach?
Every Christian must personally decide – What do I do with the
gospel?

The Person of Jesus Christ and the message of the Gospel of Christ
are the watershed issues of all world religions, every “Christian”
sect and every human’s eternal destination. I believer there are no
topics of greater importance that these. There are no subjects more
comforting or as controversial.  There are no powers on earth or in
heaven which can so gloriously save, or yet so definitively divide.

Jesus promised that a man’s enemies would be those of his own
household. (Mat.10:36).   He stated that people would kill true
believers, thinking they were doing God a favor. (John16:2)

Christ & The Cross are the watershed issues of all beliefs. We must
be very clear of what we believe, what we are called to do and how
we are to live and treat others.

As believers and messengers for Christ, our words, as well as our
lifestyle proclaim the glorious grace of God to an unbelieving
culture in which we live.

((The New Birth Reveals A New Perspective Because Our
Faith Is the Foundation for Suffering. ))

APPLIED SALVATION
What kind of stone is Jesus for you?  Is He the foundation for your
faith and to build you eternal life on?   Or is He a stumbling stone
and a rock of “offense” to you because you have rejected Him?
What are you holding onto as your source of Truth and your hope
for Eternal salvation?  We will all give account one day of what we
believe.  We will all stand before God to give account for the things
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we have done in this life.   We will all give account, according to
the Truth we know and what we do with it.

Jesus is a Stone of Stumbling and a Rock of Offense to
those who do not believe. The Gospel has the power of God to save
souls, but also to destroy relationships. It must divide. Our culture
will not stand for Truth. Nor is it willing to tolerate Jesus. It cannot!

It is the word of God and the testimony of Jesus that often
brings affliction and suffering, by a culture that is disbelieving and
absolutely filled to overflowing with man-made alternatives.

We must be willing to believe and proclaim the gospel of Christ,
and likewise be willing to suffer because of being rejected because
they reject our Lord Jesus. We must always stand with the Lord
Jesus!
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“One Privileged People”
November 13, 2011 1 Peter 2:1-9

* Book:  “The Privilege of Persecution” - Carl Mohler, David
Hegg

INTRO Kids Sermon
I don’t know how much you’ve thought about it, but you and I are
“One Privileged People”!   Not because of our political party
affiliation, or our financial stability or our status as Americans. WE
are
One Privileged People because of our citizenship in the Kingdom of
our Heavenly Father.

So what makes us so privileged?
I We are One Privileged People Because of Our
Identity(v9
* There is no God like our God. There are no people like God’s
People!   We are One Privileged People!

1Peter 2:9-12 (9) But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.  (10)  Once you were not

a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  (11)

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from
the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

(12)  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your

good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation
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(9) But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

“But you…”- in 2:9 Peter marks a contrast between Believers and
those previously mentioned. Those who stumbled and who were
offended by the person of Jesus and the message of the Gospel.
The result was, they had rejected Christ. But Peter’s audience was
different.
They are not singled out because of their failures or hardships, but
because of their identity.

“But you are…”
A. Chosen Generation (v9

*  A keyword may be “relationship”.  Because of our relationship
with God through Christ, we are selected by God for a purpose.

Christ is the Chosen stone (2:4).  Christ is the Elect (2:6)
Believers were elect according to the foreknowledge of God (1:2).
We are of those who are – who we are, because of Gods’ choosing.
We are One Privileged People because of the exercise of His
Perfect will to be involved in our lives, and offer us Identity in His
family and citizenship in His kingdom.

“.. you are…”
B. Royal Priesthood (v9

* Perhaps a key word might be “position”. We have access to God
through Christ’s blood.
Priests were the few and the chosen and the privileged who were
permitted to enter into the literal physical presence of God in the
temple or in the tabernacle.

Priests had special accessibility to God – special relationship
with God – special purpose for God and special position in their
service to God.

“.. you are…”
C. A Holy Nation (v9

* A key word here is responsibility.  We are a Holy people.
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Holy – set apart, unique, one of a kind in purpose, identity and
relationship with God. We are not perfect or sinless, but different
and set apart for God.

“.. you are…”
D. A Possessed People (v9

* Our key word here is “Identity”. We belong to God through our
Redemption through Christ.  (cp.1:8)
Possessed = belonging to or that which has been acquired through
payment.  Actually refers to a possession – something that had been
chosen and purchased.

1Pet. 1:18-19 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  (19)  But with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot:
We were redeemed to God through the death blood sacrifice and

we are His own.
((We are One Privileged People Because of Our Identity))

II  We are One Privileged People Because of Our Calling
(v9
* We are who we are, because we have been called for a very
special purpose.

(9) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

Because of our calling we are…
A. Privileged to Proclaim His Praises (v9

What has God done for you?  How has he shown Himself faithful to
you personally?  How has He demonstated His personal
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involvement in your life?
Then we are to Declare His excellencies and/or Publish His
greatness. And how much of that do we regularly participate in?

Because of our calling we are…

B Called to the Light (v9
*  We are no longer associated with the spiritual darkness of sin.
Through Christ’s redemption we are now light in the Lord
(Eph.5:8).
He have been called out of darkness into His marvelous light or
eternal spiritual life.
Eph 5:8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light

v9) Called = God’s initiation and invitation to participate in His
divine eternal unfolding plan.

1Pe 1:15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all
your conduct,
God’s call involves His purposeful invitation and our willing
participation.

((We are one privileged People because of God’s Calling to
proclaim His praises.))

III       We are One Privileged People Because of Our
Treatment (v10
* We tend to evaluate relationships in terms of how we are
treated or how we “feel” we are treated.

(10)  Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.
This is before and after description of Israel, but now applied to the
fleeing believers.
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A. NOT a People of Mercy (v10
*    Our Identity as “NOT a People” or not the people of God,
because God was not their God. (Hosea 1:9)

Hosa 1:9-10 And the LORD said, "Call his name Not My People,
for you are not my people, and I am not your God

“Not my people” – Hosea 1:9-10 – originally God’s condemnation
upon Israel, and now is the identity of every human being outside of
Jesus Christ.  (cp. John 1:12)

B. NOW a People of Mercy (v10
* God’s mercy is the all important component to becoming part of
God’s family.
Compare Hosea 1:10 and 2:23

Hosea 1:10 Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like
the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. And in
the place where it was said to them, "You are not my people," it
shall be said to them, "Children of the living God."

Hos 2:22-23 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the
oil, and they shall answer Jezreel,  (23)  and I will sow her for
myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will
say to Not My People, 'You are my people'; and he shall say, 'You
are my God.'"

The book of Titus puts it this way.
Titus 3:3-7 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led
astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.  (4)  But
when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared,  (5)  he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  (6)  whom he poured
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  (7)  so that being
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justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope
of eternal life.

Their identity and standing before God has changed because of their
relationship with God through Christ. Christ changes
EVERYTHING!

((We are one privileged people because of God’s calling to
proclaim His praises. And as the people of God, we have
been shown mercy.))

IV We are One Privileged People Because of Our
Challenge (v11
* Each of us face our own Challenge of Allegiance to Jesus Christ..

(11)  Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from
the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

A. We are Strangers and Sojourners (v11
*  We are privileged because we face the challenge of struggling
against persecution and suffering of Christ.

READ – “The Privilege of Persecution” ,  p.31 (re: Father’s Book)
(p. 36 – re: Different Person)

Born again = different people (1:23)
Newborn Babes = different people (2:2)
New Creatures in Christ = (2Cor. 5:17)

B. We are Fighting Daily (v11)
* Don’t be governed by our human, earthly passion. Don’t be
controlled by personal pursuits and interests.

1. Abstaining from worldly desires
* Our struggle is against sin is not evidence of weakness or defeat
but of a new nature in the process of transformation..
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compare 1Pet. 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to
the passions of your former ignorance,

* Don’t nurture our fallen sinful human nature. Those things which
drive a our sinful, human nature and “feeds our fallen flesh”.  Our
spiritual diet - that which  nourishes, strengthens our nature(s).
Our “battle” – must be a battle, as it is a sign of the new birth. IT is
evidence that we have been truly born again and are new creatures
in Christ – not surrendering to the sinful way of living, but fighting
against it daily.

“One Privileged People that we are in the position to declare our
allegiance by fighting against the things that intend to draw us away
from our calling and Challenge.
((We are One Privileged People because of our challenge to
fight against sin))

V         We are One Privileged People Because of Our
Testimony (v12
* Our testimony is the message and influence our life makes on the
inhabitants of our world around us.

(12)  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

A. We demonstrate honorable behavior (12
* Christians will be slandered and falsely accused.  Not “if”, but
WHEN.      Our testimony (our message and influence) is an offense
to our sinful culture as Jesus Himself and the message of His gospel
will be a stumbling stone to many.

B. We endure slanderous accusations with purity
(v12
* We must respond – not like our culture, but differently than our
culture. We must remain unlike, unblended and unstained.
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We are to do unto others as we would have them do unto us.
Likewise, we must not do unto others, as they have done unto us.
We are to live differently, honorable.  If someone says something
falsely about us then our lifestyle must Prove Them Wrong! loud
and clear.

Let the evidence of our lifestyle speak for itself.  WE have been
called “out of darkness into His marvelous light”. Our light must
shine.

C. We bring Glory to God (v12
* Light is unnoticeable without darkness.  Light is worthless if it
doesn’t shine in the darkness.

Mat 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.

Mat 5:10-12 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (11)
"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  (12)
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
* We are Sojourning in Suffering for the joy that is before us.

(( We are One privileged People because or our testimony))

APPLIED SALVATION
The Reputation of our church depends, upon the character of each
member.   We are a Community minded church that cares and in
involved in serving our community.   We attempt to prove to our
community where our heart is and where our allegiance lies.

We are fighting a battle for allegiance.

How is the war going for you?  (v11)   As Christians, Women need
Women. Therefore we have our Sisters of Encouragement group
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(SOE).  Men need Men.  Therefore we have our STORM, men’s
group.  Young people need other Christian young people, learning,
growing and struggling as they are. That’s why we have KidsQuest
and ACTION.

How is the war going for you?  Q:  Which is winning?    Old Nature
of New Nature?

* It depends on which nature we nurture.

What is your testimony like to the people and culture around you?
What does your life, your conversation, your work ethic tell others
about your faith in Christ?

Young Person - What does your life and conversation
communicate to the student crowd around you – about what your
believe and about your relationship with Christ?

What about your sportsmanship on your baseball team, - your
football
team – your volleyball team – your soccer team – basket ball
team…

What about the teams you play against?  How well do you lose?
How graciously do you win?

Girls - what about how you conduct yourself in your dance class?

Are you proclaiming the Praises of God to other young girls to
othergirls who need to know how great your God really is?

How the war is going for you will determine how your testimony is
going.

How we think and how we live should communicate to the people
around us that we are “One Privileged People”
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“Jesus Christ:
Our Authority and Example”

November 20, 2011 1 Peter
2:912

1Peter 2:13-25 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,  (14)  or

to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to
praise those who do good.  (15)  For this is the will of God,

that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people.  (16)  Live as people who are free, not using
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of

God.  (17)  Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honor the emperor.  (18)  Servants, be subject to your masters
with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the

unjust.  (19)  For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of
God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.  (20)  For

what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure,

this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.  (21)  For to this
you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
(22)  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his

mouth.  (23)  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return;
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting

himself to him who judges justly.  (24)  He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  (25)  For

you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls



Sojourning and Suffering…for the joy that is before us

November 2011 Pulpit Series23

* Book:  “The Privilege of Persecution” - Carl Mohler, David
Hegg
“No More Christian Nice Guy”, - Paul Coughlin
“Touching Godliness Through Submission”, - KP Yohannan

INTRO Communion Sunday Children’s Church
* Reference also Romans 13:1-6

Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me…”
This week I struggled more with this sermon than I have on any
other sermon I can remember. So invite you to please stop and ask
God to give you an open spirit for the message from God’s word
this morning.

This is not so much a focus on not rebelling against governments,
but evidencing the new birth and new life in Christ. WE are to be
showing forth the praises of God (v9) with the emphasis on
“showing”.

I Submission to earthly rulers Evidences True
Christ-likeness (13-20
IN His book “Touching Godliness Through Submission” KP
Yohannan summarizes his book by communicating that we are
perhaps, closest to Christ-likeness when we submit.

* God creates and ordains, authority and order and Godly
submissions acknowledges that.

Today we will work with this generic definition.
Submission = Strength under control
Submission acknowledges God’s design in authority and
confidently chooses His ways.
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A.  Submission demonstrates Genuine Trust in
God (v14-15

*The government’s purpose is authority.
Submission takes place when we willingly place ourselves under
the authority that God Himself has put into place.
Question: Is our hope in Government or in God?

1. The purpose of Government is to punish evil
and promote Good (v14

(14)  or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and
to praise those who do good.
Image a world or a culture or even a family with no rules,
boundaries or guidelines.  No standard of conduct of treating others
– everyone doing what is right in their own eyes – everyone
pursuing their own desires and going their own way. We’d have
chaos.

2. The Priority for Christians is to beSubmitting
to God’s will (v15)

* By living under the rules and Ruler God has set up, shows our
faith in God and what kind of people we are and to whom we
belong.

(15)  For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put
to silence the ignorance of foolish people.
i.e. “…for the Lord’s sake”  (v13)
Submission shows true Christ-likeness. Submission is God’s way of
working in us and through us, in order to make us more like Christ,
in order to show forth His praises (v9) to a Godless and unbelieving
world.

* Perhaps submission demonstrates Christ likeness best, when
Government is at its worst.

We are to submit to our governments until we are bound by our
government to sin against God. Then we must obey God reather
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than men. We must also, however, be prepared to suffer the
consequences for the righteous choice of obeying God and
disobeying the government.
Act 4:18-19 So they called them and charged them not to speak or
teach at all in the name of Jesus.  (19)  But Peter and John answered
them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you
rather than to God, you must judge,

Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey
God rather than men.”

KP Yohannan states that “People too often associate submission
with inferiority or even weakness, but that is entirely wrong.
(“Touching Godliness Through Submission”, p.38)   In fact a person
who truly submits will need to have to strength.

To submit, one must be:
1) willing to submit to God first.
2) Willing to obey and abide under God’s divine design and
purpose
3) confident in their own identity, ability and calling.
4) not easily intimidated
5) not be dependent upon others treatment or opinions of you to
define your own personal worth, value or significance.
6) able to be disagreed with and not feel threatened or offended.
* As far as I’m concerned, those things take an inner strength which
is not something that comes as standard equipment. Its an
EXTRA.

In his book, “No More Christian Nice Guy”,  Paul Coughlin
attempts to make the argument that Jesus was not a “nice” guy. He
references the times Jesus cleansed the temple, intimidated the
Pharisees, and spoke to His mother calling her “woman”.   Coughlin
belittles men who are too “spineless” to stand up for their rights and
quit being “nice” Christian guys.
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ILL: A friend of mine began manifesting some changing
personality traits. He was a little colder in his personal contacts, a
little more blunt and a bit harsher in his comments to people. As we
talked I realized he was reading “No More Christian Nice Guy”. He
said, “Now I realize I don’t have to be a “nice” guy any more.”
I got the book and realized the message in that book was sending
my friend down the wrong path.  I was eventually able to tell my
friend that I felt the book was dangerous and erroneous in its
purpose.

Not long ago a pastor showed me a video clip he was going to show
of Paul Coughlin at a men’s retreat. Coughlin spoke on the content
of his book and talked about men being weak, spineless and
“stupid” for living under the misunderstanding that we have to be
meek and mild.

I told this pastor friend of mine that I felt this video was sending a
very dangerous message and that Paul Coughlin is still proclaiming
a very dangerous teaching that I felt was unbiblical.

Submission = Strength under control

Php 2:8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

It seems to me that humility, gentleness, and submission to the will
of God is not a weakness but on the contrary is evidence of great
inner strength that is kept under the Spirit’s control

Mat 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Mat 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
(5) "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
(7) "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Has anyone here ever had to humble yourself, and allow someone
else to get their way??   Anyone ever had to submit themselves
under the authority of someone else whom you felt either didn’t
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know what they were doing, or they were doing something the
wrong way?

Anybody ever had to just bite your tongue when you were being
treated unfairly or uncaringly by another person?   Or have to just
finally choose silence in a conversation, because you realize the
person you are talking to is going to win the argument at all cost,
regardless of your perspective or input?

Is that an easy thing?

If you never have, then I’ve got news for you – it takes a bit of
strength to do that. To submit, goes against our very nature. It says
no to what you want and willingly defers to the other person, when
appropriate.

It takes our new nature, literally overpowering your fallen,
sinful human nature. It takes Christ’s life in you rising up and
becoming willing to let go of your rights to be right or to win or to
get your way.

When you are willing to submit, you must take into consideration…
“I” do not come first.  “I” am not in charge.. “I” may not get my
way or be in the spotlight. In submission, deference is made to
another.

1Ti 2:1-3 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,  (2)  for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  (3)  This is good,
and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,

B   Submission demonstrates Selfless Service to
God (v16-19

*  The Believer’s Priority is service to God.
The Persecuted Church does not have a voice in the culture. They
have no pull in politics. They have no freedom to gather peacefully
for worship or to challenge the government.  They have very few
believers in areas of government– those who are in authority,
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attempt to govern, without brining more oppressive treatment upon
those with whom they share faith

So How do they live?

1. Freely Serving God (v16

* Freely serving God in an unsympathetic or hostile culture is a
sure sign of sacrifice, submission and selfless service to God.

(16)  Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God

Serving Jesus Christ, doing good for others, and for your
community and being a verbal and visual witness for God is what
we are to be about.

2. Treatment of others (v17

* How we treat others, will determine how we feel about serving
God faithfully.

(17)  Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the
emperor.

This is convicting.

“Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed”.

–The Declaration of Independence

Even the founding fathers, believed that the idea of suffering under
a non-sympathetic, perhaps unjust government, was not something
that was to be quickly rebelled against.

Choosing to honor or at the very least – choosing not to dishonor or
disrespect our authority or government or our President, should be
our practice.
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3. Submitting to authorities (v18
*  Even when they are unjust?

(18)  Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only
to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.

Christians in N. Korea, Iraq, Arab worlds, and communist areas
suffer for their faith under oppressive governments all the time.

C.     Submission Evidences Willingness to Suffer
for Christ (vb19-20

* When we know a government is not Godly – even antagonistic
towards God, yet we choose to submit, it evidences a willingness to
suffer for Christ and a genuine faith in God.

1. Wrongful Sufferings (v19-20

(19)  For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one
endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.  (20)  For what credit is it
if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you
do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the
sight of God.

When we suffer for doing wrong, that is not pleasing to God. But
when we suffer for righteousness sake, God is pleased and it sends a
message to our persecutors of our faith and hope.

((Submission to Earthly Rules Evidences True Christ-
likeness))

II Submission to Christ’s Example Evidences the
New Birth and New Life in Christ (v21-25
* When we choose to follow Christ and suffer , it demonstrates
deep faith in God and a commitment to His ways.

A. Submission Identifies Us With Christ (v21-
* THE COST OF FOLLOWING CHRIST  is submission.
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Heb 5:7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence
[submission].

The cost of following Christ, means….
1. We are Called to suffer like Christ (v21

* What God calls us to experience, Jesus has already experienced.

(21)  For to this you have been called1:15/2:9, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow
in his steps.

* Christ is our Redeemer and Savior and God’s sacrifice Lamb for
our sins.  However, in life and character, as well as in submission
and obedience, He is our example

2. Christ had no sin in His suffering (v22

* compare Is. 53:4-6 / Heb. 4:15 / 2 Cor. 5:21

(22)  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.

B. In Submission, Christ Is our Example of
Ultimate Faith in God. (v23 -24

* THE CHALLENGE OF A FLIMSY COMMITMENT

1.  Christ Was meek and Gentle (v23

(23)  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to
him who judges justly.

How much strength under control does that take?

[compare Gen. 18:25 – “…Judge of all the earth do rightly?”]
Godly submission, after the example of Christ, demonstrates our
faith and allegiance to Jesus.

Trying to explain your way out of something, which was your fault
to begin with can be hard enough. But remaining silent when you
are wrongly accused is really tough and takes inner strength,
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courage and submission to the Spirit of God.   It goes against our
fallen, sinful human nature, but it does evidence Christ’s nature in
us.ss

Isa 53:7 (Acts 8:32) He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and
like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his
mouth.

We think we have to defend ourselves, set the story straight, stand
up for our rights.  We feel we have to let everyone know we were
not to blame and was not our fault. But to remain silent: 1) takes
confidence in who you are in Christ, 2) clear on your own actions,
3) no need to defend yourself and 4) strength in silence. (“I don’t
have to win this argument”).

Begin Communion segment.
2. Christ was loving to the sinful (v24

* Christian submission to the Father resulted in the Father’s will in
paying the sin payment for all who believe.

1 Pet. 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed.

Here, the effect of submission hits home for each of us.  Christ
suffered for the joy that was set before Him. (Heb.12:2)

Scripture tells us….

Mat 5:10-12 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (11)
"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  (12)
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

For the joy that is before us… we sojourn in suffering.  Only when
the government directly contradicts God’s clear instruction did they
disobey the authorities – then they suffered for righteousness sake,
even though they did disobey the government.
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Act 5:40-42 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat
them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let
them go.  (41)  Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.  (42)
And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not
cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

Isa 53:4-5 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  (5)
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his stripes we are healed.

In Truly following Christ, we share in His sufferings, as well as in
His submission.  For many believers this seems detestable. But for
the persecuted church around the world, it is an honor and a joy.

For the joy that is before them….

3. Christ is the Shepherd of our souls (v25

* He is our Keeper and Guide.

(25)  For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls

We are to follow His lead and His example.

Isa 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of
us all.

((Submission to Christ’s Example Evidences the New Birth
and New Life We Have in Christ))

APPLIED
In his book, “Calvary Road”, Roy Hession puts it this way.  “The
title ‘the Lamb’ . . . describes His character. He is the Lamb in that
He is meek and lowly in heart, gentle and unresisting, and all the
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time surrendering His own will to the Father’s. . . . Anyone but the
Lamb would have resented and resisted the treatment men gave
Him. But He, in obedience to the Father and out of love for us, did
neither. . . . No standing up for His rights, no hitting back, no
resentment, no complaining! . . . When the Father’s will and the
malice of men pointed to dark Calvary, the Lamb meekly bowed
His head in willingness for that too.”
* That Humility and submission is our example.

To say -- “Well -- That’s just the way I am”.  “I am not a humble or
submissive person. I am the way I am..”  is Blasphemy – It is the
most blatant form of irreverence and defiance against God.
Anytime we know God to expect something from us and to respond
by recognizing His expectation, and yet refusing to be changed, is
nothing short of blasphemy and is simply a rejection of and a
defiance toward God.

Mat 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me..

1Cor. 11:23-29 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered
to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took
bread,  (24)  and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,
"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
(25)  In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying,
"This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me."  (26)  For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes.  (27)  Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the
body and blood of the Lord.  (28) Let a person examine himself,
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  (29)  For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.

In prayerful personal examination… (1 Cor. 11:28)

1)  Willingly Submit to God’s Spirit.
2) Ask God to change you into the likeness of Jesus
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3) Be willing to learn of Christ and to become like Him is His
humility  and submission to the Father.

4) Ask God to give you a humble and submissive spirit after the
likeness of our Lord Jesus Himself.

COMMUNION
Celebrating Christ’s Sacrifice.
Participating with our own submission.

In our own willful choice of submitting we are following Christ’s
own example of humble obedience.  And in doing so, we draw
closer to experiencing what it really means to be Christ-like.

* In Communion, we remember that we are to die to self and sin
and to live for Christ in righteousness. (1Pet. 2:24)

In Communion, we celebrate Jesus’ submission to the Father and
what that means for each of us.

Also sin communion, we willingly participate, not in sacrificing
Jesus over again, but in sacrificing ourselves afresh by submitting to
the Father’s eternal plan and purpose.

Joh 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

“Looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that

was set before him endured
the cross, despising the

shame, and
is set down at the

right hand of
the throne of God.”

--Hebrews 12:2
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Don’t close this booklet yet…
without considering this all important  question.

Is Jesus Christ the Savior or your soul
and the Lord of your life?

Every person is born guilty of sin and in need of forgiveness.
For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God; --Romans 3:23

Our sin is against God, therefore our forgiveness can only come
from God.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should

not perish, but have everlasting life. --John 3:16
God has appointed His Son as the payment for sins and sent Him to

die in our place.
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
-- Romans 6:23

God’s love is demonstrated through the sacrificial payment of Jesus
Christ in our place for our sins.

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. ---Romans 5:8

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved." -- Rom 10:13

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God, - John 1:12

Before you close this book, why not be absolutely certain that your
are truly a citizen of God’s eternal kingdom and loving family?

Trust in Jesus Christ today and receive
forgiveness for your sins and citizenship into

God’s family and His kingdom.
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A - Admit you have sinned and are in need of a Savior.

B - Believe Jesus died in your place, and you can no way help
yourself.

C - Confess your sins to God. He already knows.
- also Confess Jesus as you LORD.

Prayer: Take time to talk to God right now and open your heart
and life to His instruction and leadership.

Connect with a local Bible believing, Christ centered church.

Commit yourself to meeting regularly with other Christians who
are growing in their faith.
Heb 10:24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works,  (25)  not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.

Act 2:41-42 So those who received his word were baptized, and
there were added that day about three thousand souls.  (42)  And
they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

It is our prayer that you find Jesus Christ to be,
your greatest purpose, your highest calling, your

soul’s source and joy, and your all-consuming
passion.
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______________________________________________________
May each lesson bring a growing submission, a deeper obedience and an

increase of the righteous reign of the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the
fullness of His Spirit, in His Church and throughout our mission field.

--- Downloadable free resources at:  www.christefca.org --
Christ E Free Church, 19682 Hill Rd., PO Box 619 Saegertown Pa 16433

814-763-2934        ChristEFree@gmail.com

Life Line Resources


