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Amerca Pra{mft:

Reqaining God as our Source
and Truth as our Standard

And | will punish her for the feast days of the Baals
when she burned offerings to them and adorned herself
with her ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers and

forgot me, declares the LORD . -Hosea 2:13
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INTRODUCTION

The church in Americais suffering from a multitude of Crises. Thereis
the crisis of Politics vs. Scripture; the crisis of wide spread Supernatural
deception; the crisis of national destruction from the inside out and the
top down. Thereisthe crisis of politicians who promote their own
demise; the crisis of failing to recognize and respond to the issues of
our day, due to the attempt to be “a”political or party neutral. There is
also the crisis of Christian superstars who have become fallen stars.

Americaisanation adrift . And because we are a nation adrift, we are
aculturein crisis. We have lost God as our Source and His holy Word
as our Standard.

One of the greatest ills of our nation adrift is not knowing or
remembering where it is we have drifted from. The second of greatest
ills of our nation is not knowing or caring where we are drifting to.
Whether ignorance or apathy, the end will be the same.

| believe the greatest danger, is the danger of the church drifting right
along with the nation, unaware of the destruction that lies ahead and
uncaring of the hope that is still availablein Christ. There are always
those who can look ahead, take note of the danger signs and attempt to
warn others. Y et voices such as those, are often made the source and
cause of a nation’s ills.

The challenges before the Church is what will we do? How will we
address the direction our nation isflowing, asit is carried along by the
cultural currents towards our eventual demise? Will the church be
willing to be made a mockery of, as we attempt to become an anchor
for anation? Isthisarrogance to think we could even tackle such a
challenge?

Is there hope for America? If so, then how do we get there?

Thisis abooklet intended to cause usto read and pray aswego. Itis
not afeel-good read with a prophetic promise for hope, nor should this
reflect a detest for America or a hope for destruction. On the contrary, it
is an overarching invitation to the church to understand the timesin
which we live and a challenge to be willing to take the nec&sary steps
to live and do what the church ought to do. '
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“Introduction:
A Very Present Danger”

Text: Hebrews 2:1-3 September 7, 2014

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have
heard, lest we drift away from it. --Hebrews 2:1-3

We sail within a vast sphere, ever drifting in uncertainty,
driven from end to end.

--Blaise Pascal

INTRODUCTION

“God bless America, Land that I love...”. Thankfully, we love and are
concerned about our homeland! Thisisnormal and right. And yet
there are...concerns. And what about the church in America?

Mat. 16:18 (ESV) And I tell you, you are Peter, and on thisrock | will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

What exactly is the promise of that text? What are we to expect?

What difference does disregarding the Bible as our source of Truth and
practice, make in the lives of those who reject it? That iswhat we are
dealing with in this series.
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Heb. 2:1-3 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we
have heard, |lest we drift away fromit. (2) For since the message
declared by angels proved to bereliable, and every transgression or
disobedience received ajust retribution, (3) how shall we escapeif we
neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and
it was attested to us by those who heard,

“It” (v.1), is that which is set forth as foundational importance in the
preceding chapter.

Study: What is a Person to Believe?
Oneof my favorite bumper stickersread: “If you are not outraged,

then you are not paying attention!”

As Christians, perhaps if we are not profoundly personally concerned
with the direction in which Americais drifting, it might be that we are
not truly aware of the times around us. And if that be so, we are most
likely unaware of the very real danger of what might be just ahead.

Some issues of concern, over the life of our nation has been:

1) Prayer and Bible removed from School and other public assemblies.
Are we entitled to those things? Maybe, maybe not. Have these things
been historical freedoms enjoyed by this nation and viewed for atime,

as part of the fabric of our nation? Basically yes.

2) 10 commandments removed from courthouses. Oddly, the original
source from which our nation’s moral laws were derived, are now being
rejected and removed from public places and even courthouses. Thisis
aclear indication of anation adrift. And becauseit is adrift from these
foundational principles, we are also anation in crisis. And if you are
not aware of this national crisis, you are not paying attention!

3) Thereisa corrosion of the traditional Constitution. Isour
constitution necessary for the will of God to be accomplished in the
lives of human beings? No. Is the Constitution the doctrinal foundation
of a nation, whose beginning, was a beginning based on an agreed
morality and common source for moral truth? Yes.

10
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4) Religious lives of our founding fathers are not forgotten, but
purposefully removed from history books. Why would this be
advantageous for anation? Would it be advantageous of Germany to
forget about or erase the holocaust from their history books? If they
did, it would not change history.

5) Truth has been removed from Scripture. Scripture or the Bible is
discredited as the Word of God and given the level of moral literature
of life lessons, but not Truth.

6) The conscience is being removed from apeople. The inner
sensitivity to truth, evil, goodness or moral correctness is dissipating.

7) Sinisremoved from lifestyle preferences. Lusts, passions and
personal preferences govern anation’s choices and direction.

8) Conviction is removed from many churches. Thisisahard pill to
swallow, but more and more churches are becoming more and more
liberal in the view of Truth and the moral value of its guidance.

What do we expect will become of a nation

with no Biblical guicﬂclincs

With every year that goes by, we see more nails hammered into the
coffin of atraditionally constitutional America. It scems Americais
being laid to rest, little by little, year after year , election after election.
This is happening gradually, but not so subtly for those who are awake
and paying attention.

Scripture commends the son’s of Issachar as being “men who had an
understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do.”
(1 Chron. 12:32)

What will happen to the church in America? Is God obligated to
preserve the “American Church”? He has not preserved the 7 churches
in Revelation, which was then, what is now modern Turkey. I’ve been
to the church building in Thessalonica and it is little more than an old

11
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relic of abuilding and atourist site that tour bus drivers point to as they
drive by.

AMERICA - A NATION ADRIFT

If we have eyesto seeit, we will notice that Americais anation adrift
and we are a culture in crisis. We must take great care to pay much
closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from
jilHeb.2:1-3 |

What does it mean to drift?

“Drift” refers to moving slowly, aimlessly, gradually, almost

obliviously and perhaps even unintentionally from a previous place of
stability or security; to carelessly pass or to dlip away;

So what’s the danger in a nation Adrift?
Referring to Truth, Paul writes:

1Tim. 1:19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this,
some have made shipwreck of their faith,

“This”, being, Truth. The danger in a nation adrift is that there is the
danger of the church being adrift right along with the nation. The
danger is often, “as the nation goes, so goes the church.” The subtle
cultural currentsthat can carry away anation, can also carry away a
church from its moorings and its purpose and its intended influence.

There is the danger of our faith becoming shipwrecked. Thereisthe
danger of the spiritua state of our nation, heading for certain
destruction. There is the danger of the “American church” sinking right
along with the nation.

Drifting From What?
What isit we are drifting from?

Heb. 2:1-3 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we
have heard, |est we drift away from it.

12
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What is the “it”, we are in danger of drifting away from? It isreferring
back to the teaching of ch.1:  YThe Son of God, ?the Word of God
9The Message of creation “and the Supremacy and Lordship Christ
over all creation, especially angels.

In other words, thereis a very real danger that the early church was
drifting and likewise, it is a present danger that the American church is
drifting away from the original meaning of the original Truth given by
God.

God and the Bible have been our Source and Standard or our reference
Point and our North Star for finding our way. Drift away from our
Source and Standard and we lose all reference pointsand ultimately
risk getting lost in the current of hopel essness and destruction. And as a
Nation, | believe we are adrift from our historical Source of God and
Standard of Scripture. Asanation, we are drifting away from God!

Drifting Toward What?
What are we drifting toward? Simply put, we are drifting toward utter

decline and hopel ess destruction. There is danger of a great
conflagration from God.

Psa 11:3 ESV if the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous
do?'

AMERICA - A CULTURE IN CRISIS

Because Americais anation adrift we are d'so a Culture in Crisis.
What is a Crisis?

Crisisis.

1 atime of intense difficulty, trouble, or danger.

Synonyms. emergency, disaster, catastrophe, calamity; asin "the
current economic crisis”;

% atime when adifficult or important decision must be made; asin"a

crisis point of history"

13
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A Crisis occurs when the circumstances of the present or expectations
for the future, reach acritical point, whereby, the person or persons
affected, arrive at the point of panic; realizing the reality of the situation
and responding at alevel which is appropriate with the level of concern.

In Americawe are experiencing an increasing paganism, decreasing
morality, and traditional religious convictions. And what is the role of
the church? To Fight the good fight of faith! To Shine our light. To
proclaim the gospel. To win the lost and make disciples. It isour role
and challenge to keep the main thing, the main thing.

How did We Get Here?

We Drifted! Gradually and subtly we have drifted into a culture which
isfacing crisis, whether the culture is paying attention to it and realizes
it or not.

What do we expect will become of

a nation with no clear Biblical guidclincs’?

PRAYER REMOVED FROM SCHOOLS

from June 2, 2012 The Blaze.com

It’s now been 52 years since the U.S. Supreme Court first ruled that
government-endorsed prayer in public schoolsis unconstitutional. The
landmark decision, which continues to lay at the center of the nation’s
debate over the separation of church and state, forever changed the way
that faith and religion are handled in classrooms.

The ongoing contention started when Steven Engel, a Jewish New

Y orker, came together with other parentsin 1958 to sue New Y ork
State over state-endorsed prayer that was being recited in schools. The
Supreme Court inevitably sided with Engel and the decision was issued
on June 25, 1962 — a day that livesin infamy in the minds of many
religious individuals and free-speech advocates. [end of article]

THE DECLINE OF A NATION
Kerby Anderson, Probe Ministries 1991: Nations most often fall from

14
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within, and thisfall is usually due to adecline in the moral and spiritual
valuesin the family. Asfamilies go, so goes a nation.

IN HIS BOOK Our Dance Has Turned to Death, Carl Wilson tracks
the common pattern of family decline in ancient Greece with that of the
decline of the Roman Empire. There are many paralels.

CARL F. H. HENRY, in his book Twilight of a Great Civilization,
says. Thereisanew barbarism. This barbarism has embraced a new
pagan mentality . . . not ssimply rejecting the legacy of the West, but
embracing a new pagan mentality where there is no fixed truth. Today
we livein aworld where biblical absolutes are ignored, and unless we
return to these biblical truths, our nation will continue to decline.

KERBY ANDERSON goes on to document this progression through 5
men who influence the world from the grave.

THE FIRST person is Charles Darwin (1809-1882). In 1859 he
published The Origin of Species and later published The Descent of
Man. His writings blurred the distinction between humans and animals
since he taught that we are merely part of an evolutionary progression
from lower forms of life. Darwinism, asit cameto be called, not only
affected the field of biology, but became the foundation for the fields of
anthropology, sociology, and psychology.

THE SECOND personisKarl Marx (1818-1883). He and Friedrich
Engels published the Communist Manifesto around 1850, and Marx
devoted hislife to writing about the demise of capitalism and coming of
communism. He understood the importance of ideas. Marx once wrote:
"Give me twenty-six lead soldiers and | will conquer the world.” The
twenty-six lead soldiers are the keys on atypewriter. The pervasive
influence of communism in the world today is testimony to the
truthfulness of his statement.

THE THIRD person is Julius Wellhausen (1844-1918). Although he
may not be as well-known as the other two men mentioned, his
influence was just as profound. He was a German Bible scholar whose
theory on the dating of the Pentateuch completely transformed Old
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Testament studies.

Wellhausen argued that the early books of the Bible were not put
together by Moses but were gathered together many centuries later by
several different men called redactors who wove various strands
together. He and his disciples established an anti-supernatural approach
to the scriptures which is influential in most denominational seminaries
today.

THE FOURTH person is Sigmund Freud (1856-1939). He merely
took the logical implications of what Darwin was doing in biology and
applied them to what today is known as psychology and psychiatry.
Freud argued that humans are basically autonomous and therefore do
not need to know God. Instead, we need to know and understand
ourselves since our problems stem from those secret things that have
evolved in our lives from our past.

A FIFTH person is John Dewey (1859-1952). He is the founder of
modern education and published his first work, The School and Society,
in 1899. John Dewey was a so one of the co-signers of the Humanist
Manifesto in 1933.

Dewey, like Darwin and Freud, believed that humans are
autonomous. They don't need to have an authority above them but can
evolve their own system of education. Thus the very foundation of
modern education is anti-supernatural .

“If the Foundations are destroyed, what will the Righteous do?”
(Ps.11:3)

Y ou see, as a nation once we turn our backs on God, there is nowhere
else to turn and nothing el se to expect, than imminent decline and
ultimate destruction. We have no reason to doubt and no person to
blame. We have only areality to face and perhaps a Question to ask.

WHAT IS THE CHALLENGE BEFORE THE CHURCH?

| believe the correct and most important question of all is NOT: what

will happen to America? But the question we must consider is what will
16
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happen to the church in America?

Anywherein history, regardless of the state of the culture, the
upheavals on the earth, the war in men’s hearts or the atrocities against
humanity - | believe the most relevant and consistent issue has been,
“Are the people of God, doing the things that are required by God?”
Areweliving thelives He has called us to live? |sthe Church of Jesus
Christ doing what we are called to do and are we ready to lose the
things that we as the American church hold dear, in order to stand
strong in the faith, when the rest of the world is falling away.

IsTheWorld Coming Apart?

From Franklin Graham’s News Letter | Sept. 2014
Dear Friend, Asyou watch the news, do you feel as| do—that it seems
the world is coming apart at the seams? There appears to be no end to
the bad news. The killing of Christians by Muslims from Indonesiato
Bangladesh to Pakistan. Chinatearing down church buildings.
Christians tortured, beheaded, and crucified in Irag, with villages
burned and churches destroyed, and much the same in Syria.

As | read the news, | can’t help but wonder if we are in the last hours
before our Lord Jesus Christ returns to rescue His church and God
pours out His wrath on the world for the rejection of His Son. | don’t
know if we have hours, days, months, or years—but as Christians, God
calls usto take the truth of the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Our job
isto warn sinners of the consequences of sin and show them that God is
loving and gracious, willing to forgive if we come to Him in repentance
and faith. We have to accept God’s provision for our sins—the
shedding of Christ’s blood on the cross.  [end of article]

Good Question: Istheworld coming apart? | believeit certainly is.
The world is coming apart, because it is not simply drifting away, itis
falling away. The world and today America especialy, is coming apart
and is headed toward the decline of which the rest of theworld is
diding into — A Timeless, Truthless, Christless and Hopeless end,
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filling up with violence and storing up judgment for the end times to
Come'[Rom.2:5]

Isthere away out? Thereisawaysaway out! The way out, however,
is not always the path taken or most desired.

Get Back to the Basics

These are Foundations of the faith and ways that the Church can stand
firm, while the rest of the world is falling away.

Rom 12:9-21 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to
what isgood. (10) Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo
one another in showing honor. (11) Do not be slothful in zea, be
fervent in spirit, servethe Lord. (12) Rejoicein hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. (13) Contribute to the needs of the
saints and seek to show hospitality. (14) Blessthose who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them. (15) Reoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. (16) Livein harmony with one another.
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your
own sight. (17) Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what
ishonorableinthesight of all. (18) If possible, so far asit depends on
you, live peaceably with al. (19) Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave it to the wrath of God, for it iswritten, "Vengeanceismine, |
will repay, saysthe Lord.” (20) To the contrary, "if your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if heisthirsty, give him something to drink; for by so
doing you will heap burning coals on hishead.” (21) Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Do what is right in God’s eyes

Jdg 21:25 Inthose days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what
was right in his own eyes.

There was no Source or Standard as their reference point. | personally
believe, that no matter what we do or how good the result may seem to
us, if we are not doing what God wants us to do, in the manner in which
He wants us to do it, then He is under no obligation to bless anyone,
even His church.

18
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1Chron. 12:32 ESV Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the
times, to know what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their
kinsmen under their command.

The sons of Issachar are commended for their insightful attention on
their understanding of the timesand the state of Isragl and also on what
Israel ought to do. These were men of wisdom, with a Source and
Standard to which they could unashamedly direct their nation and
therefore, avert disaster.

WHAT’S THE CHURCH TO DO?
Two words that come to my mind are Purity and Perseverance.

PURITY
The world must not be allowed to rule the heart of the church.

James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father,
isthis: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world.

The Church must not drift along with the culture!
PERSEVERANCE

Heb 10:23-27 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised isfaithful. (24) And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good works, (25) not neglecting
to meet together, asis the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (26) For if we go on
sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, (27) but afearful expectation of
judgment, and afury of fire that will consume the adversaries.

We must persevere and not give up.
1) We must keep our assurance in our perspective
2) We must keep our diligence in our ministries.

As the nation and the world grows darker, the Church must shine
brighter, with a clear and distinct proclaiming of the gospel and living a
life of purity,

19

America Adrift




Regaining God as our Source and Truth as our Standard

THIS LITTLE CHILD, Text and Music: Scott Wesley Brown

Who would have thought That long ago, so very far away
A little child would be born And in a manger laid

And who would have thought This little child
Was born the King of Kings The son of just a carpenter
But for whom the angels sing

And who would have thought That as He grew
And with other children played This child with whom they laughed
and sang Would die for them someday

And who would have thought This little child
Could make a blind man see Feed the hungry, made rich the poor,
And set the prisoner free

Oh who would have thought This little child
Was who the prophets said Would take away the sins of man
And rise up from the dead

Oh | believe, and | will always sing This little child, is the King
Oh | believe, and | will always sing This little child, He is the King of
kings!

Many years have come and gone Yet this world remains the same;
Empires have been built and fallen Only time has made a change

Nation against nation Brother against brother
Men so filled with hatred Still killing one another

And over half the world is starving
While our banner of decency is torn Debating over disarmament
Killing children before they're born

And fools who march to win the right To justify their sin
Every nation that has fallen Has fallen from within

Yet in the midst of this darkness There is a hope, a light that burns;
This little child, the King of Kings Someday will return

And who would have thought this little child Is who the prophets
said Will return to judge this world The living and dead
20
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Oh can't you see That long ago, so very far away

This little child, our only hope was born a king that day
©1981 Sparrow Mucis/ASCAP

Q: How do you view our nation and the culture?

Q: How will we live for Christ and influence the Nation and culture
around us?

This will be our focus of this Series.

Luk 21:28 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

21
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Where has America drifted from?
(taken from “Evidence of God In Country”)

The Washington Monument
From the tallest structurein
Washington a message of “Praise be to
God” goes forth. Engraved upon the
aluminum capstone on the top of this
555 foot monument is Laus Deo.
Inside the structure are carved tribute
blocks with many Godly messages:
“Holiness to the Lord,” “Search the
Scriptures,” “The memory of the just
is blessed,” and others.

The Capitol Building
All of the eight large
paintings in the Rotunda
present aspects of our
Christian history
including The Baptism of
Pocahontas and Departure
of the Pilgrims from
Holland which depicts the
Pilgrims observing a day
of prayer and fasting.

“In God We Trust,”
our national motto, is
inscribed in letters of gold behind the speaker’s rostrum in the House
Chamber. Also in this chamber, above the central Gallery door, isa
marble relief of Moses, the greatest of 23 noted law-givers.

22
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“The Crisis of
Truth and Responsibility”

Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-4 September 14, 21, 2014

For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

--2Timothy 4:3-4

You cannot escape the responsibility
of tomorrow by evading it today.
--Abraham Lincoln

INTRODUCTION

Americaisanation Adrift and because we are a nation adrift, we area
culturein crisis. As anation, we have gradually lost our reference point.

But, the future of the Church is still hope-filled! Not because we are
the church in America, but because we are the church and body of our
Lord Jesus Christ!!

If we perceive this series as hopel ess and discouraging, it may be due to
having an inaccurate view of the Church. Church is not about the
beauty of the building or the charisma of its leaders, nor of the comfort
and appeal of the environment.

Church isal about fellowship in the Holy Spirit; Growing and
maturing in the faith. It’s about being purified and tested through
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various trials and fighting the good fight of faith aswe engagein
spiritual warfare.

Its about being a difference making influence in our nation. That is
always what the church has been about!

2Ti m.4:1-4 | charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
kingdom: (2) preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. (3)
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own passions, (4) and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander off into myths.

ILLUSTRATION

We have heard it countless timesin the news. The Story of a young
man getting into afight, robbing a store or strung out on drugs and he
kills another person. The young man is arrested. And family members
and friends give their perspective on camera. “He’s innocent, my son
would never do such athing — He’s a good boy.” — only to learn |ater
that the young man was indeed guilty of the crime. How does that
happen?

Buthe’s a good bog! He would never
do something) like that!”

At times like that, people respond by memory. “He’s a good boy — he
would never do anything like that.” What they mean is, He was a good
boy. Earlier in hislife, he would never have done anything like that.

They describe amemory of ayoung man who was cute, kind and
lovable as a youth. They respond by describing a young man that they
used to know. They somehow, ignore the warning signs and all the
evidence that pointsto the fact that the young man is not the same as he

24

America Adrift




Regaining God as our Source and Truth as our Standard

once was. They simply don’t” want to accept the grievous facts or face
the obvious truth.

| believe, we can also look at Americalike hat. We often find ourselves
pledging allegiance to amemory. We sing with tearsin our eyes
about a Country which was at one point we believe, blessed by God,
because it was a nation based on God, inits earlier life.

We love America. We want to believe the best about our homeland. |
pray for America, as you do. | fast for Americaasyou do. | long for
God to break through and bring Revival to our nation just as you do.

| have no doubt, we are all on the same page. But | also believe we
must not ignore the obvious — that Americais aNation adrift and not
the pure and cute little child it used to be. AmericaisaCultureincrisis
and we as the church, must be aware of it, just as the early church was
aware of its own culture which wasin constant crisis. And likewise
just as the early church was given challenge after challenge, we must
consider the challenges before the Church in America.

1Chron. 12:32 ESV Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the
times, to know what Israel ought to do,...

We have to love America enough to acknowledge the reality of the
direction sheisdrifting. And we must love her and the church IN
America enough to understand our times; that is, the state of our
culture, and face the situation before us, knowing what we ought to do.
Thisisthe Challenge Before The Church.

THE CRISIS OF TRUTH

Asaculturein crisis, we are facing the crisis of truth or the dissolution
of Truth. In America, as a nation, there is no Source of Absolute Truth
and as aresult, thereis likewise no stable, consistent Standard of belief
for action, or behavior.
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What is the church to Do? What isto be our purpose in these times of
crisis? What should be our position? What isit we should be
proclaiming and promoting? --Truth!

Unfortunately, not only isthere acrisisof Truth in our nation, thereisa
crisis of Truth in the Church.

CHRISTIAN POST CONTRIBUTOR July 16, 2011
Quoting Josh McDowell.

The percent of evangelical Christians who did not believe in absolute
truth in 1994, was 62%. In 1999, it jumped to 78 percent. “You know
what it is now?” (2011) asked McDowell. “One of the most staggering
statistics in history of the church... 91 percent said there is no absolute
truth apart from myself.”

Natural Truth

Mankind has never been lacking for Truth from God. God has revealed
natural truth or general revelation.

Rom. 1:18-21 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. (19) For what can be known about God is plain to
them, because God has shown it to them. (20) For hisinvisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that
have been made. So they are without excuse. (21) For although they
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened.

Romans 1 does not teach that if you believe there is agod being, who
made the stars, that you are saved. It does however teach that a person
can look at creation and have a sense or notion that there is a God, with
power, and certain perceivable attributes and learn something of what
Heislike. Thisisreferred to as General or Natural Revelation. Asa
result of thiswe will be held accountable to the Truth that isreveaed to

26

America Adrift




Regaining God as our Source and Truth as our Standard

us and what we did with that Truth.

Biblical Truth

God has aso reveaed Biblical Truth or specific revelation. In aword,
Truth isintended to bring Conviction. Conviction, will in turn bring
about 1 of 2 things. It will either bring a conversion from one way of
thinking and living to another. Or it will bring about an “aversion”,
which is an avoidance of any change, by ignoring or denying the Truth
and its conviction.

God’s purpose is for Truth to bring about a conversion.

Psa 19:7 Thelaw of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

But today more people find their “truth” on the internet, than in the
Scriptures.

Jdg 21:25 Inthose days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what
was right in hisown eyes.

The Bibleis the historical written Truth of God in His Holy Word the
Bible.

2Tim. 3:16-17 All Scriptureis breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
(17) that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.

The Bibleisinspired, infallible, and absolute Truth.

In Americaas awhole, and | include the Church of Americain this,
because this is what we are discovering from data coming from the
churchesin America. But in Americaas awhole, thereisno longer a
Source of absolute Truth and authority. As aresult thereis likewise no
stable, consistent Standard of belief or action for behavior.

(God's Truth is all around us. |t is inescapable!
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Thisiswhy, when we dialogue with unbelievers, who disguise
themselves as Christian - having taken on the label of “Christian”, but
have rejected the Christian Source and Standard we must be alert.
When we dialogue with these people about sinful lifestyle, they simply
respond, “Oh that’s just your interpretation.” Thisismerely an
unbeliever in Christian disguise. Thisisaso an AVERSION to the
Truth heard.

Or people may say, “Well God didn’t” mean that.” That is often from
those who may be genuine believers, yet prove themselves to be
grossly ignorant of Biblical Truth, and hopelessly mired in their own
persona sin. Therefore, they excuse their own sinful behavior by
declaring, “God didn’t mean that”.

“That was just the culturein Bible times”. These are the reasons often
given by Churches, who are already adrift from Biblical Truth. They
have no other way of explaining their position or excusing their
teachings than to discount Holy Scripture as cultural and adopting the
philosophy that “we’ve now grown beyond that in our intellectual and
spiritual depth”.

Those who hold these positions are personally experiencing
the Crisis of Truth and Responsibility.

The Truth of God will bring about conviction, confession and
repentance. Thisisthe response of Conversion. Or it will bring about
statements like: ¥ “Oh that’s just your interpretation.” Or 2 “Well God
didn’t” mean that.” Or ® That was just the culture in Bible times.”
Thisisthe response of Aversion., an outright denial or rejection of the
Truth of God.

The Truth of God will bring about either a conversion or an aversion.
So we have Natural Truth, Biblical Truth and we also have...
National Truth

National Truthisaformal or remnant of Biblical Truth, not yet

recognized as such or purged from our history or present practice. We
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hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

— The Unanimous Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776

Nationa Truthisin reference to a Nation or a People who have derived
their laws of Government from Biblical Truth, and while not
referencing it as such, reflect the morals, teachings and convictions of
the Natural and Biblical Truth of God.

In some cases, asis the casein America, -- while the Source and
Standard of Truth isrejected and discounted, nevertheless the residual
moral values linger, and still reflect the Biblical Basis and Faith
Foundation upon which they were originally decreed.

| believe we will see, the farther our Nation drifts, the greater the Crisis
our culture will experience. The farther from the Source and Standard
we drift, the more the traditional, residual, moral values will begin to
dissipate, like an early morning mist on afall day.

Thisisthe Crisis of Truth.

THE CRISIS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Because of the Crisis of Truth, there is also the crisis of responsibility.
Many believe there is no responsibility for their influence or choices,
therefore there is no persona accountability to anyone for what they do.

Rejection of Source and Standard

Rejection and denial of Truth, provide afertile field for excuses and
abnegation of personal responsibility. With a crisis of Truth, we can’t
expect anything different!

1) “Oh that’s just your interpretation.” 2) “Well God didn’t” mean
that.” 3) “That wasjust the culturein Bible times”.

Oncethereis no truth, then it is reasonable to follow that there is no
personal responsibility. Once Personal responsibility is out of the way,
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conviction and personal conscience istotally removed. Once that
occurs, there is no longer the nagging, inner voice telling us that
something’s just not right with our behavior.

A Non-Sensical Disregard

Without the Source and Standard, there is a non-sensical disregard even
for persona well-being

Rom 1:21-32 For athough they knew God, they did not honor him as
God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. (22) Claiming to be wise, they
became fools, (23) and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping
things. (24) Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, (25)
because they exchanged the truth about God for alie and worshiped
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen. (26) For thisreason God gave them up to dishonorable
passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are
contrary to nature; (27) and the men likewise gave up natura relations
with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the
due penalty for their error. (28) And sincethey did not seefit to
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what
ought not to be done. (29) They were filled with all manner of
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, (30)
slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents, (31) foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. (32)
Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice
such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to
those who practice them.

This reflects a non-sensical disregard for persona well-being. Consider
v..32) Likeaman strung out of PCP, thinking he can walk out into
speeding traffic and play “bumper cars” with a speeding 18 wheeler.
The best you can hope for istotal destruction. Thisiswhat istaking
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place in the minds of those who disregard God, reject His Truth and do
what isright in their own eyes.

Thisisnot simply adrifting away from Truth, it is the falling away
from truth or perhaps arunning away and a purposeful rejection of
historical and traditional truth.

Thisisanon-sensical disregard for their own personal well-being. And
yet it isthe effect of a person who rejects God as our Source and His
truth as our Standard and pursues their sinful life, long enough.

When a person 1S no longcr driven 53 self-

Prcscrvation, then something is intcma”g wrong?

In order to escape truth with its accompanying standards, and to negate
persona responsibility with its accompanying personal accountability-
there has to be a system devel oped, that allows for aperceived
loophole or escape from the logical progression of traditional Truth and
Consequences.

Jdg 21:25 Inthose days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what
was right in hisown eyes.

When there is no absolute truth, only personal, subjective truth is | eft.
Where there is a Source of known truth, there are also known Standards
to abide by. Where there is a standard, there are recognized
responsibilities to accompany that standard. Where there are
recognized responsibilities, there must also be an accountability
whereby that responsibility to the standard is adhered to and enforced
for al who are under it.

So if aperson, can eliminate the source of truth, they may also
eliminate any identifiable standards associated with that truth. If they
can eliminate identifiable standards, they also eliminate any perceived
responsibilities which those standards would impose. And once the
perceived responsibilities are removed, any accountable behavior
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associated with such responsibilities are likewise removed. And
everyone does what is right in their own eyes, 982125

It has been said that “a drunken man can live with his liquor; a beaten
woman and live with her abuser; and a convicted felon can live with his
sentence; but no man can live long with a guilty conscience.”

The guilty conscience is the battle between the image of God and the
sin nature of man. It isthe inner-most voice, that wields the utter-most
power that will drive a person to change their ways or seek to destroy
the Truth itself.

There is no escaping the human conscience. Conviction of sin will
bring about a conversion or an aversion to the revealed Source and
Standard.

THE CHALLENGES BEFORE THE CHURCH

What if we lost our “American Church” fagcade? Would we still choose
to be the “Church”? How do we rate our church experience? What is it
that causes us to choose one church over the other? How much will
people take, before they go church hopping for something more
attractive, more pleasing, more in line with what they would rather
experience?

3 Assumptions we cannot afford to make

#1) We can no longer assume the “American Church” will always
remain, the American Church.

Matthew 16:18 refersto the true believersin Christ and not the cultural

format and not necessarily the cultural freedoms. The American Church
presently enjoys freedom, affluence, social acceptance and even special
tax free status.

We are allowed buildings and cultural influence. We have the
perception of big with the appearance of successful. We like our
Facilities, our comfortable seats and our heating and air conditioning.
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We enhance our worship with power points presentations, sound
systems, beautiful music and moving and motivating speakers.

But how many of these things would have to disappear, before we went
looking elsewhere for another congregation? And what if all the
congregations lost these amenities, then what would become of the
local church?

My point is, the Church asreferred to in Scripture is not necessarily
synonymous with the American Church we experience today. What if
the “American Church” as we see it, is already not necessarily the true
Church of our Lord Jesus? And what if the wheels are already in
motion to test the True church to determine what really isimportant to
those who are on the inside and call themselves the church?

Rev 1:20 Asfor the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my
right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches.

Rev 2:5 [Ephesus] Remember therefore from where you have falen;
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, | will come to you and
remove your lampstand* from its place, unless you repent.

Or, “I will remove your lampstand* or church.”

#2) We can no longer assume, ease and comfort are blessings from
God, nor that intense life and death struggles are evidence of the
lack of God’s blessings.

What if we began losing those things? What if we lost our Religious
Rights? What if it became the cultural norm to experience Christian
Discrimination? What if it were common practice for the Government
to search and seize Christian property? What if the American Church
was targeted for imprisonment? What if this was the “norm” in
America? What if we were like the other 70% of Christiansin the
world? How long would the American church last or how would it
change?
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Rev 2:8-11 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrnawrite: 'The
words of thefirst and the last, who died and came to life. (9) "'l know
your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of
those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan. (10) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and
for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and | will
give you the crown of life. (11) He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saysto the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt
by the second death.’

When referring to the Apostle Paul, the resurrected Christ said...

Act 9:16 For | will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name."

| believe the church in America, hasto begin to evaluate what it is that
makes us the Church. And what if we began to lose the luxuries, and
amenities that draw so many to the Church in America? If those things
were stripped away, would we still be interested in what was | eft?

3) We can no longer assume a struggling church isa non-viable
church. We must no longer view a large and seemingly thriving
church asonewhich isnecessarily blessed by God.

It ismy belief that Satan does not go far out of hisway to cause trouble,
if he doesn’t have to. The Devil’s purpose is to oppose what God
Proposes.

Severa years ago, Experiencing God books and seminars were popul ar
in America. Henry Blackaby’s philosophy and instruction to Christians
was to look for places were God was at work, and go join it.

But that leaves struggling places and ministries out of our target. But if
we can see Satan at work, as the result of God at work, then perhaps
True Christians won't be so quick to hop from one church to another,
leaving the struggling churches to go where spiritual life seems more
easy and pleasant and attractive.

These are assumptions we can’t afford to make.
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Confronting the Crisis and Taking up the Challenge

The Churchisin aspiritua battle. And sometimes Satan at work is
more evident than God at work. But If Satan is at work, then it must be
because God is at work.

Joh 10:10 Thethief comesonly to steal and kill and destroy. | came
that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Satan wants to steal away, al that God wantsto give. He wantsto kill,
that which God wants to bring life. He wants to destroy, al God wants
to build up.

So when we see the devil at work, | believeit is because God is at work
or preparing to work. Perhaps instead of looking for a good time to be
had, more Christians should look for a good fight of faith to begin
fighting against the prevailing darkness of Satan’s tactics.

STEPS THE CHURCH MUST TAKE

How can the true Church in America stand firm, while the rest of the
nation is falling away?

#1) Keep God’s Truth as our own Truth. The Bible—theinspired,
inerrant Word of God must remain our Standard. Keep the Church’s
source as our own personal Source, that is Jesus Christ, our Soul’s
source and joy.

Remember: 70% of the world lives under religious restrictions.
Americaisdrifting in that direction. And 91% of Evangelica America
does not believe in Absolute Truth. Our Cultureisin a state of crisig!
God’s Truth must remain, the church’s Truth!

#2) Be Faithful to Christ and to His Church, even if we lose that
which is safe and preferable and comfortable to us.

Rev.2:10-11 (10) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto
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death, and | will give you the crown of life. (11) Hewho has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers
will not be hurt by the second death.’

Thisis not merely awarning to the church of Smyrna, but | believe, to
the Global Church in General.

#3) Do not lose our hopein Christ or our influence on our Culture.

Heb. 10:23-25 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised isfaithful. (24) And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good works, (25) not neglecting
to meet together, asis the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near

“Hold on” — meaning don’t drift away from it; not sliding away or
drifting down stream by cultural currents. Once we lose our Christian
influence on our culture, we lose the reason we exist.

And an equally important influence we have on othersisinside the
church. We are to be “encouraging one another”. That implies,
coming aong side one another for support and encouragement and
direction. We need one another to help each stay on course.

#4) Consider the Reality of being true followersof Jesus Christ.

2Cor. 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war
according to the flesh. (4) For the weapons of our warfare are not of
the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. (5) We destroy
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of
God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,

The Christian experience is anasty battle. It always has been. It always
will be. If people are only looking for a pleasant experience in the
American Church, then they are looking for afalse religion. What will
we do when there are fewer “pleasant experiences” and fewer religious
rights? What will we do when the Church in America beginsto take on
characteristics of the Church in China, South Sudan, Irag, North Korea,
Myanmar, and Laos?
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In 70% of the world, the Christian experience is a nasty battle. The
church in America, must resolve to stand firm in our faith, even while
the rest of the world isfalling away.

Eph. 6:10-13 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his
might. (11) Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil. (12) For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (13) Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done everything to stand firm, (14) then stand
firm...!
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Where has America drifted from? -
Evidence of God In Country—

The White House
An inscription by the first
president to inhabit the White
House, John Adams, is cut
into the marble facing of the
State Dining Room fireplace.
It reads: “I pray Heaven to
Bestow the Best of Blessings
on THIS HOUSE and on All
that shall hereafter Inhabit it.
May none but Honest and
Wise Men ever rule under this Roof.”
National Archives = .
The Heritage of the Past of the
Seed that Brings Forth the
Harvest of the Future.” These
words reflect the purpose of
the Nat