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Introduction

The focus of this seriesis showing the life of Jesus to the world,
through our Christian lives. It isthe image of God, stamped on the
soul of man, in the eyes of the world.

We will be attempting to answer the question...

“What does it mean for others to see Jesus in me?”

The unbelieving world around us, needs to see the life of Jesusin
us. The Church in Americatoday longs to see the life of Jesus
manifested in our own relationships.

As the church of our Lord Jesus Christ, we must, without
exception, be growing in our Christian faith and maturity, more
into the likeness of Jesus Christ each day.

For those whom he foreknew he aso predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers.

-Romans 8:29

Living the Christian life is not an option to God, it is an every day
expectation. Growing more into the likeness of Jesus, is not an
option but avery real expectation.

It matters how we live and how we treat others. It matters what
others think about us as believers and followers of Jesus. It
matters what others see in us, think about us and how they judge
us.

We have areputation and a name to uphold. It is the name of Jesus
Christ. They must see Christ in us. Our lives must reflect Hislife
and must be avisual confirmation of the verbal message that we
proclaim.

What does it mean for othersto see Jesusin me?

9
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Breaking The Mold:
Evidencing Acceptance and
Defeating Rejection

John 4 October 7, 2012

Galatians 2:20 KJV | am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ livesin me: and the
lifewhich I now liveintheflesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Theme: -- Deference, Prejudice, Racism, Bigotry,

INTRODUCTION

The focus of this seriesis at the forefront of what God wants for
every believer in Christ. Yet it isthe very thing Satan fightsto
prevent and our own human nature rebels against.

It isthis very component of the Christian faith that Scripture
promises to be aforce of great power in reaching and transforming
unsaved husbands. This also isresponsible for, once implemented
in thelife of the husband and father — is responsible for life giving
confidence and culture changing influences in the world today.

It isthis element of Christian faith that has been responsible for
Christian martyrs leading their murderers to saving faith in Jesus
Christ. It iswhat has won many converts to Christ, long after the
missionaries they tortured and brutally executed, were gone.

It is thiswhich God promises to use and bless as kingdom power
and the instrument which communicates and evidences the gospel
message as nothing else in the universe can. Likewise, itisthe
absence of this all important element which will render the life
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giving gospel asinactive and bring destruction on families,
communities and peoples.

This element of Christian faith and kingdom power is...

The Image of God, Upon the soul of man, In the eyes of the
world.

Or to put it another way, when the unbelieving world seesthelife
and character of our Lord Jesus Christ’s life reflected in our lives —
thisisthe confirming and authenticating element that can either
make our message of hope and salvation in Christ believable or
detestable to those around us.

As believers and representatives of Jesus Christ, we are called to
reflect His likeness, love, and character, - in our attitudes, choices
and behavior.

Our behavior can authenticate the gospel message or negate the
gospel message.

It is God’s desire for our lives as Christians, to reflect His likeness,
love, and character, - in our attitudes, choices and behavior. This
can never take place until we begin living lives that are changed by
His grace to evidence His lifein us.

Galatians 2:20 KJV | am crucified with Christ: nevertheless |
live; yet not |, but Christ livesin me: and the life which | now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.

Some may think, “Well, its my life. I want to live like | want to
live.” God made us and gave us life for His purposes. Failing to
live our lives for the purpose for which we were created amounts
to wasting our life. John Piper says “It is better to lose your life
[for Christ], than to waste it [living for ourselves].”

It is God’s desire for our lives as Christians, to reflect His likeness,
love, and character, - in our attitudes, choices and behavior.

11
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QQ: What does it mean for othersto see Jesusin Y ou?
For the past week, | have been asking people this very question.

One person said “It means to make others feel welcome or
accepted.” Another said, “it means being loving and considerate
toward others.”

Today we look at Jesus “Breaking the Mold: Evidencing
Acceptance and Defeating Rejection.”

JESUS AND THE FOREIGNER

In John chapter 4, we see Jesus breaking the mold and the cultural
norms in those with whom He associated. Though Jesus was the
sinless Son of God, He did not view people critically, but saw the
value and potential in everyone, even the woman at the well.

John 4:3-9 ESV heleft Judea and departed again for Galilee. (4)
And he had to pass through Samaria. (5) So he cameto atown of
Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. (6) Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was
from hisjourney, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth
hour.

Thiswell would have been the gathering place for
thelocals. The siteisthe well of Jacob, which
Jesus [Tmself would be afairly sacred Jewish site. At the same
timeit wasin the area of Samaria, who were a
people viewed, by the Jewish people, as defiled
was like to be  and outcasts.

Asa forc{gncr,

knew what it

an outcast and. Inthe International Standard Bible Encyclopedia,
“it is suggested, that Sychar was a derogatory
a reject. nickname applied to this area by the Jews. Itis
believed Sychar referred to being either
‘drunken’, or “falsehood’.” (ISBE)

The Easton Bible Encyclopedia states that “’ Samaritans’ was the
name given to the new and mixed inhabitants whom the king of

12
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Assyria, brought back in 677 B.C., from Babylon and other places
and settled in the cities of Samaria. These strangers amal gamated
with the Jews who were still in the land, and gradually abandoned
their old idolatry and adopted partly the Jewish religion.

After the return from the Captivity, the Jews in Jerusalem refused
to alow them to take part with them in rebuilding the temple, and
hence sprang up an open enmity between them.. The bitter enmity
between the Jews and Samaritans continued in the time of our
Lord: the Jews had ‘no dealings with the Samaritans’. (Easton)

Association

It isimportant to take note that Jesus was not afraid or ashamed to
associate with Samaritans. He didn’t embrace the cultural
prejudices of Hisown people. He refused to accept the negative
perceptions of others and categorize people from the evaluation of
others. 1 don’t know about you, but | want to be like that.

A few years ago, | met a young man dressed in black, died black
hair, black eye liner, chains around hiswaist and piercingsin his
ears, nose, lips, and eyebrows. I thought, “this is someone | might
want to avoid.” But through various circumstances, | got to know
him and discovered he was a very sensitive young man, extremely
courteous, and very open to spiritual things. He even wanted meto
come to his house to talk to his mom about the LORD.

Jesus was not like that. He didn’t view others like that. He cared
enough to initiate contact and break the mold of the cultural norms.

Prejudice

Jesus did not show favoritism or prejudice. Prejudiceis putting
one person of one group below another. Favoritism is placing some
people on a higher level than others.

James 2:1-3 ESV My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. (2) Forif aman
wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly,
and a poor man in shabby clothing also comesin, (3) and if you
pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, "Y ou
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sit herein agood place,” while you say to the poor man, "Y ou
stand over there," or, "Sit down at my feet,” (4) have you not

discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil

thoughts?

Jesus was our example and we are to hold al people asvaluablein
Gods’ sight, even the outcasts, and those viewed by his own people
as detestable.

ACCEPTANCE

Jesus evidenced the acceptance of the Father in His relations with
humanity.
Jesus was a good example of what it looks like to be
secure enough in our faith, in order to keep from
being manipulated by the forces around us.

Caring Contact

Jesus cared enough to initiate contact. Growing up in school,
Faith’s parents encouraged her to notice the loners and try to be a
friend to them. We have tried to teach the same principlesto our
boys.

We have been blessed to grow up as afamily in very racialy
diverse communities, where we were the minority. 67% of the
popul ation were Hispanic, 25% were African Americans, and the
rest was a sprinkling of others people groups. We have had lots of
neighbors and friends who were of different ethnic origins and
economic levels than we were.

John 4:6-9 ESV Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he
was from hisjourney, was sitting beside the well. 1t was about the
sixth hour. (7) A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus
said to her, "Givemeadrink." (8) (For hisdisciples had gone
away into the city to buy food.) (9) The Samaritan woman said to
him, "How isit that you, a Jew, ask for adrink from me, awoman
of Samaria?' (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

14
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She was a woman. She was a Samaritan woman. It didn’t matter
to Jesus, what the person’s gender, ethnic background or economic
level was. He was willing to associate with all.

Lewis Curtis was my High school drafting instructor. He was
black. One day, during drafting class, he sort of pushed aside his
drafting book and began addressing some of the racial issuesin the
school. Regarding racism, he said, “We’re all the same on the
inside.”

Jesus valued women. He valued Samaritans. He evidenced the
acceptance of the Father in al Hisrelations with all humanity.
Jesus didn’t show favoritism or prejudice.

Cultural Acceptance

Jesus didn’t allow the negative cultural prejudices to affect His
perspective or treatment of others.

How can you know you might be prejudice?

1) Do you refer to others who are different than you by derogatory
slangs or cultural nicknames? Every people group has nicknames
which our culture has given. Blacks, Asians, Hispanics, Italians,
the poor, some slangs for women, etc...

When we first got married we were visiting my family in
Tennessee. We met an old friend of my Dad’s and | introduced
him to Faith. He said, “soyou marriedad___ Yankee.”

| was alittle surprised at the statement. Later Faith said, “boy are
these folks prejudiced!”

Y ou know you may be prejudiced if you refer to others different
than you with cultural slangs or derogatory nicknames.

2) When looking at others do you emphasi ze the unattractive
gualities of others?

a) “Look at that guy’s goofy clothes.”
b) “Boy is that person fat or what?.”
c) “Can you believe her dress?”

15
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If that’s how you typically look at and refer to others, you may be
prejudiced or perhaps even racist.
Jesus was not like that, He evidenced acceptance.

JESUS DEFEATED REJECTION

Jesus defeated the rejection of prejudice through His connection
with those to whom the world had turned away, or deemed
“unworthy.”

John 4:10 ESV Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God,
and who it isthat is saying to you, 'Give me adrink," you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water."

The Outcast and Despised

Jesus cared about the soul of the outcast and the despised. He
engages her in conversation. He even asks a favor to the outcast.

Jesus is willing to evidence acceptance and defeat rejection by
going against the grain of society and breaking the cultural norms.
Even the Samaritan woman noticed it.

y “Why are you talking to me? I’m a woman of
cods Samaria”
associated with Jesuswas willing to break the molds and look

beyond socidl, cultural and racial differences.
the a/cspliscaf

the rejected,  The Importance of Eternal Things

the outcast, and  Jesus|ovi ngly spoke of eternal things. He loved
and cared enough to look beyond the difference
of others and direct them to God. Jesus did not

separate himself from those who were different.

even the sinners.

OFF THE PAGE AND INTO MY LIFE

Jesus identified Himself with the outcasts, the rejects and the
sinners. He was afriend of sinners. So were othersin the Bible.
16
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Nehemiah 1:5-6 ESV And | said, "O LORD God of heaven, the
great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love
with those who love him and keep his commandments, (6) let
your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your
servant that | now pray before you day and night for the people of
Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Isragl,
which we have sinned against you. Even |_and my father's house
have sinned.

Isaiah 6:5 ESV And| said: "Woeisme! For | am lost; for | ama
man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"

Nehemiah was a man who, when he prayed for his people,
included himself with them as one who was in need of forgiveness.

When Isaiah saw hisvision of aholy God, he prayed, and
considered himself as deeply in need as his people. Both Nehemiah
and Isaiah identified themselves with their people.

And Jesus, though He was the sinless Son of God, associated
Himself with those deemed by his own people as being those to be
avoided.

What does it mean for others
to see Jesus in You?

1) Thelifeof Jesusisevidenced in your own life.

Galatians 2:20 ESV | have been crucified with Christ. It isno

longer | who live, but Christ who livesin me. And the life | now
livein theflesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me.

- including the love of Jesus toward othersis seen in your life
- the acceptance of othersisevidenced in your life

- the prejudices and rejection of othersis defeated in your life for
the world to see and take note of

2) Thepresenceof Jesusin your attitude and actionsis
perceived by others.
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2 Corinthians 2:14-15 ESV (14) But thanks be to God, who in
Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. (15)
For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being
saved and among those who are perishing,

Some are a pleasing fragrance of the Lord Jesus to others, which
draws them favorably to Jesus through our interaction with them.

Someone here at church has a perfume or cologne with an aroma
that reminds me of the men’s room at the hospital. When I’m there,
I love to smell the men’s room. Even when | don’t have to use the
men’s room, | like to stop in, wash my hands and smell the aroma
there. Evidently the cleaning solution there is much like that
perfume | often smell here at the church. It is a very pleasant
aromato me.

And even though the person wearing the perfume isno longer in
the hallway or stairway, the aromalingers, leaving a pleasing
impression.

Some Christians are a pungent offensive odor to others, which
repels others from taking any interest in Christ. Others are a sweet
pleasing aroma of Jesus, that long after the person is gone, thereis
alingering fragrance, leaving a pleasing impression behind.

What fragrance do you leave behind? Is it the aroma of Christ?

“Oh To Be Like Thee Blessed Redeemer”

O to belike Thee! blessed Redeemer;
Thisis my constant longing and prayer;
Gladly I'll forfeit al of earth's treasures,

Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

Chorus: Ohto belike Thee! Oh to be like Thee!
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art;
Comein Thy sweetness, comein Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.
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“Beyond The Call Of Duty”
Showing Patience and Nurturing
Respect “

John 4 10/14/12

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who
itisthat issaying to you, 'Give me adrink," you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water." - -
John 4:11

Theme: persona worth and value, infusing confidence and faith.
Seeing with God’s eyes, the value of all His creation.

Introduction
Q: What does it mean for others to see Jesus in You? It
means we leave an aroma. We aso leave a print.

Kingdom Print

Each of us has afinger print. When you touch something, you
leave that finger print on it. Each of us has afoot print — wherever
we walk, we leave an imprint.

Each of us has a Kingdom Print — with the people you meet, the
impression you leave is a Kingdom Print. Our Kingdom print may
cause some to seethe Life of Jesusin usand to be interested in
Him. Or our Kingdom Print may cause some to see our own
fallen, broken selfish nature and cause others to be disinterested in
the things of God.

What is your Kingdom Print like? What lasting, lingering
impression do you leave on others?

What does it mean for others to see Jesus in you?
19
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| believe it means, that at varying levels, we as Christians, reflect
Christ’s, love, His likeness and His character, in our attitudes, our
choices and in our behavior.

Itis Thelmage of God, stamped upon the Soul of a man,
observed through the eyes of the world.

In our world today, if you want to stick out like a sore thumb try
thisfor size.

Kczqcctihg 1) Start showing alittle Long-Suffering, whichis
T nothing more than an uncommon demonstration
Christ'slove, o nmerited patience.

lkeness and 2) Try alittle Loving-Kindness, which amounts to
an unmistakable display of Christ-like
compassion, tenderness and helpful

attitude, choices encouragement toward others,

characterin my

and behavior.  3) Try alittle Nurturing Respect, which basically
boils down to purposefully honoring and being

respectful toward others, whether they deserve it
or not.

Once we begin demonstrating these traits of Jesus, | believe the
world will see Christ in us, whether they are aware of Him or not.

Jesus and The adulteress - thisis actually an extension of Jesus’s
encounter with the woman at the well from John 4.

Jesus does everything right. If she had gotten angry with him and
stormed away, we might think, “well certainly Jesus blew that
opportunity”. That is certainly a far cry from “God loves you and
has a wonderful plan for your life”. But if it works, and if the
woman is receptive, then we would think, “how effective Jesus
was in reaching the adulteress woman right where she was. And
that is what happens.

Jesus refrains from being degrading, though perhaps she would
merit some name calling and sin pointing out. He was not
insulting or inflammatory in his treatment of her situation, her sin
and her spiritually needy state. He was not belittling to her asa
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woman or aforeigner or as an all around common sinner. Heis
tactful and effectively addresses her situation with tenderness that
brings about conviction. To thisadulteress — Jesusis patiently
understanding and respectfully nurturing.

Please turn to John chapter 4.

ETERNAL HUMAN VALUE

Jesus Recognizes The Eternal Human Value of Every Person.
Jesus knew this woman’s situation, when the woman didn’t know
He knew.

John 4:10-15 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God,
and who it isthat is saying to you, 'Give me adrink," you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water." (11)
The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with,
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? (12) Are
you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did his sons and hislivestock.” (13) Jesus said
to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
(14) but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will

never bethirsty forever. The water that | will give him will become
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." (15) The
woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that | will not be
thirsty or have to come hereto draw water."

It is one thing to be tolerant of those whom our cultureis
prejudiced toward. Its another thing to be genuinely concerned
about their spiritual life and feel compelled by the love of Christ to
actually go out of your way to interact with them. That is risky
business. What will people think of us?

THE IMAGE OF GOD

Gen 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.

Jesus recognized the eternal human value of the woman’s soul.
We know the “image” of God is something unique only to humans.

21
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1) We know it has something to do with authority and
responsibility. Immediately creating humans in God’s image, they
are instructed that they are to rule over all of creation.

Gen 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

2) We know that being created in the image of God has something
to do with the breath of life.

Gen 2:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became aliving creature.

God personally breathed in the nostrils of mankind, the breath of
life. With the likeness of God and with the breath of life, man
became aliving soul, or being or creature.

3) We know the image of God includes some kind of moral
responsibility regarding our choices between right and wrong.

Gen 3:5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyeswill be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Whether we choose to believe the words of the serpent, we do
know that humans have the ability to make moral choices between
right and wrong and good and evil.

THE SOUL OF MAN

The soul of man will live forever. But is man’s soul eternal or
everlasting? Eternal means it has always existed and always will
exist. Everlasting says something began, but has no ending. Eternal
has no beginning and no end. Everlasting has a beginning but no
ending.

First, there is the beginning of theindividual soul. Thereisthe
position that at some point during creation, perhaps when angels
were created, that God also created every soul of every person who
has ever lived and that ever will live. And at the point of
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conception or birth, the soul was imparted to or assigned to the
body.

There is another belief that when the human is conceived in the
womb, the soul is concelved at the sametime. However it
occurred, and | believe only God can know this — however it
occurs, we know that the human soul continues to live without end.

Secondly, the soul endures for eternity to come or is
Everlasting. We cannot put our finger on when the
soul began, but we do know the soul iseverlastingor /¢ 5 important

that it endures to eternity to come. ,
When Jesus interacts with the woman at the well nary
(John 4;v10) He evidences the eternal value of her relationship that

soul. Even though sheis an outcast, argect and a

bottom of the barrel sinner — an adulteress, he R
recognizes the image of God upon her soul, He sce the (God
values her, He istenderly patient with her and He ] e of
nurtures her with respect for who she is as God’s AR
Creatl on. CBC/I PCFSOI?.

The Eyes of The World

To say that the world has eyes is an overstatement. People see,

they observe, they take note, they recognize and realize how we act
and live and we leave others with alasting lingering impression of
something.

* What do people see or think about Christians?

If humans saw one another as Jesus saw the woman at the well,
imagine the change that would take place in the world.

Wars Prejudice Persecution  Human
trafficking World hunger Slavery

What difference would it make if Christians deeply and
consistently reflected the love, likeness and character of Jesusin
our attitudes, choices and behavior?

Patience and respect within not only our communities and
churches, but what about our families? What if it started there,

23
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filled our

churches, and on to impact our culture and community? Imagine
the change that could affect the world.

When the world looks at us what do they see?

- Do they see us reflecting the image of Jesus Christ?

- Do they see us evidencing the value of each everlasting soul ?
When the world looks at us, what do they see?

Jesus recognizes the eternal human value in every person.

THE PHYSICAL HUMAN PROBLEM

Thiswoman at the well was an eternal soul, but she was alost soul.
Not because she was a Samaritan, certainly not because she was a
woman, but because she had not met or believed in Messiah Jesus.

Temporary vs. Eternal
Their conversation reflected...
1) She had alack of spiritual understanding

John 4:11 Thewoman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw
water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water?

She was thinking temporary physical water. Jesus was thinking
eternal spiritua life.

2) She had aneed for spiritual teaching or direction

John 4:13-14 Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, (14) but whoever drinks of the water
that | will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that |
will give him will becomein him a spring of water welling up to
eternd life."

Someone needed to care enough to risk offending her culture, her
traditions, her sacred beliefs and direct her to the Truth of God’s
word and the clarity of salvation.

24

Life Matters October 2012 Pulpit Series




What It Means For Others To See Jesus In You

Spiritual understanding begins

John 4:15 Thewoman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so
that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water."

Sheis still not there, but she is heading toward a spiritual
breakthrough. From there, the conversation turns to the Messiah
and ultimately to life and fruit.

John 4:39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him
because of the woman's testimony, "He told me all that | ever did.”

It often takes more than one meeting or a4 point statement to get
the Truth of God’s word into the heart of another person. It takes
long-suffering and a nurturing-respect to get Truth to take root in a
person’s spirit.

JESUS REFLECTS THE FATHER
We see Jesus reflecting the image of God in the eyes of the world.

John 4:16-18 (16) Jesussaid to her, "Go, call your husband, and
come here." (17) The woman answered him, "I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, "You areright in saying, 'l have no husband';
(18) for you have had five husbands, and the one you now haveis
not your husband. What you have said istrue.”

At this point, the very worst has been revealed. And yet, Jesus
shows patience and nurtures respect in others. He ssimply knows
everything.

The focus here is not on Christ’s omniscience, but that in knowing
everything about her, He remains loving, compassionate, while
showing patience with her and nurturing respect in her.

He doesn’t say, “Oh for crying out loud woman, when is it going
to sink in with you?”

He doesn’t implement insults or sarcasm or guilt manipulation. In
John chapter 8 Jesus encounters another adulterous woman and has
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a golden opportunity to give her what she deserves, whichis
judgment and condemnation, but He does not.

John 8:10-11 Jesus stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?' (11) Shesaid, "No one,
Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do | condemn you; go, and from
now on sin no more."

In the midst of those who would have executed her, Jesus showed
mercy, patience and respect.

Notice that Jesus knows the worst about these women, but still
shows patience and nurtures respect.

OFF THE PAGE AND INTO MY LIFE

Fvenwhen  tispossibleto say theright wordsto others,
but our body language or voice inflects a
Justice was well  different message. It is possible to say ‘I love
deserved, Jesus you’, but your countenance. shouts, ‘I detest
’ you’. Often how we say things, sends alouder
showed mercy, message than what we actually say.

U,—]d@,—gfana/[ng When we love others, it shows. When we
detest others, we can’t hide it. That is why the
and respect key part of others seeing Jesusin us, is not
about our words, but our treatment of others. It
has to go deeper than merely what we say.

For othersto really see Jesusin me, | must reflect or display His
likeness, love and character in my attitude, choices and behavior.

And ultimately those things cannot be faked. They can only come
aswe are gradually, but increasingly changed from glory to glory
and from who we are, into who He wants us to be.

1) Start showing alittle extra patience towards others, who try and
exhaust your patience.

2) Try alittle Kindness when your initial impulse is to respond
with an insult.
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3) Consider giving alittle extra respect, especialy to those whom
you feel may not deserve respect. Thereis a difference between
feeling like you respect some, and actually showing respect or
being respectful.

An unwillingness to show patience and give respect toward others
isan unwillingness to obey God and an unwillingness to reflect the
likeness of our Lord Jesus Christ to those who so desperately need
it.

Pray that God would build that likenessin us.

When the World Looks at Me, Roger Bennett
Copyright: © Onward Bound Music (ASCAP). Used by Permission.
Album: The Prestigious Cathedral Quartet (1984)

| want my life to be alight for those around me

I want my life to be that roadmap that says “Hope”
I want my life to be a beacon on life’s raging sea

| want the world to see Jesus when they look at me

(Chorus)
When the world looks at me do they see Jesus?
When the world looks at me what do they see?
Do they see hope? Do they see love? Do they see charity?
When the world looks at me what will they see?

When | spoke, did my words contain Y our wisdom, Lord?
And when | prayed, did my prayers contain Y our love?
And did my life reflect the glory of Y our Spirit?

And did | show the ones around me they were loved?
(Chorus)

Jesus went above and beyond the call of duty, showing patience
and nurturing respect. How far will we be willing to go to become

like Him?
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“The Unexpected Secret Weapon:
Dispelling Discord and
Reconciling Relationships”

Matthew 5 10/21/12

“Friendships born on the field of athletic strife are the
real gold of competition. Awards become corroded,
friends gather no dust.”

- Jesse Owens

But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, (45) so that you may be sons of your Father
who isin heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
(46) For if you love those who love you, what reward do
you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
-Matthew 5:44-46

Theme: strife and making and keeping peace

INTRODUCTION
In our lesson today, the key concept is “willing to give” or to bend.

1Cor. 3:3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strifeamong you,...

Pro 6:16-19 There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that
are an abomination to him: (17) haughty eyes, alying tongue, and
hands that shed innocent blood, (18) aheart that devises wicked
plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, (19) afalse witnesswho
breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.
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What does it mean for others to see Jesus in me?

CULTURAL EXAMPLES

Our culture gives us many examples of how “not” to do things,
including relationships. What does it take to dispel discord?

Consider the situation within the church. One survey | read, 66%
of al people who leave their church, do so over an offense.
Someone hurt them, angered them , offended them, irked them....

Statistics differ depending how long a person has attended a given
church. For instance, if a person visits a church a couple times,
and never comes back, most of the reasons are different. But for
those who are long term attenders or members, who leave a
church, the #1 issue typically has something to do with persona
offense, being hurt or angered, being unable or possibly unwilling
to work out differences, dispel the strife and discord or reconcile
the broken or injured relationships.

In other statistics, the percentage is different, but in nearly every
survey or analysis on why people leave their church, somewhere in
the top 10 is the reason of personal offense from others.

What it boils down to is that Church attenders (not necessarily
Christians) appear to evidence an inability to dispel discord and
reconcile relationships, to the degree that rather than working out
the wrongs, and reflecting Christ Biblically, they simply choose to
leave. What does thistell us about people in general ?

Three facts to remember:

Fact #1. Discord and strife are possible in every relationship.
Fact #2: It is difficult to have afight between only one person.
Fact #3. Some people would rather fight than change!

What does it mean to dispel discord?

“If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all.” - The Bible, Romans 12:18
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At least one person has to be willing to reflect the likeness of Jesus
1) It involves taking off the boxing gloves
2) It involves loving and blessing the “opposition”.

3) It means awillingness to be

misunderstood and even mistreated, in order that
Jtis Poss/é/e to othersseethelife of Christin us.

Jve at peace with, S0 much of Scriptureis about relationships. Patrick
Morely from ManInTheMirror ministries say, “if
others, even you cut the Scriptures, it bleeds relationships”.

when we have  “Do Unto Others as you would have them do unto
you.” -Matthew 7:12

] “Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in
disagreements. humility consider others as more important than
yourselves.”

Philippians 2:3

S{gniﬁcant

Abraham and Lot

Gen 13:7-9 and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. At that time the
Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in theland. (8) Then
Abram said to Lot, "Let there be no strife between you and me, and
between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen.

(9) Isnot the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me.

If you take the left hand, then | will go to theright, or if you take
the right hand, then | will go to the left."

1) We must refuse to fight. You can’t fight with only one

person.

2) We must resolveto love. It all beginswith a

commitment of obedience.

3) We must attempt to pattern our attitudes and responses
after godly examplesin Scripture. We have to look outside of
ourselves to those who evidenced Godly character and behavior.

4) We must commit to save the relationship and actually
encourage the other person. What means most to us, winning the
fight or winning the relationship?
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BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF A CHRIST LIKE RESPONSE
What are some Biblical examples of a Christ-like response and
what does it take to dispel discord and reconcile our relationships?

Mat 5:38-46 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye
and atooth for atooth." (39) But | say to you, Do not resist the
onewho isevil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other aso. (40) And if anyone would sue you and take
your tunic, let him have your cloak aswell. (41) Andif anyone
forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. (42) Giveto
the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would
borrow from you. (43) "You have heard that it was said, 'Y ou
shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' (44) But | say to
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
(45) so that you may be sons of your Father who isin heaven
([clarification]). For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. (46) For if you
love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even
the tax collectors do the same?

Does this sound like a recipe for becoming a “doormat”?

There’s a story of a man who was walking down a path when he
came upon Jesus sitting on arock, contemplating His dilemma and
asking Himself, “What would | do?”

What would Jesus Do? We have just read what He would do. But
to put it into understandabl e bites, we will state it this way.

Do Not Do Unto Others

We know we are to do unto others as we would want them to do
unto us. Thisisthe Golden Rule.

"So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also
to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” -Matthew 7:12

But the adverse can also be true when it comes to dispelling
discord and reconciling relationships. Do not do unto others as
they have done unto you.
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We must be willing and able to entrust our situation to God and
refrain from doing Hisjob for Him. Trust God to work it out and
to bring about Hisjustice, rather than seeking our own rights
through revenge.

We must also forgive those who offend or mistreat us.

Mat.5:38) “eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth” — thisis the means of
justice. This was the law of justice that says, “they took something
from you, you are to take something from them”

— what they took from you, they owe restitution to
AI’I Cﬂ@ foran you

eye, tooth fora Matthew 5 is not about rejecting justice, but about

tooth, hurt for reconciling relationshi ps.

What we tend to do is to implement this kind of

justice in our own relationships. Eye for an eye,

offense and ~ tooth for atooth, hurt for hurt, offense for offense

) and insult for insult. We take what was meant for

insult for an corporate justice and we apply it to our own
insult personal excuses for revenge.

/7ur“t, offense for

v.39) don’t oppose those who do evil toward you.

And if someone hits you on the cheek, turn the other cheek.

Some read this and immediately are concerned that if we treat
others thisway, it will be an open invitation for them to walk all
over us and make me a “door mat”. God does not promise what the
outcome of the relationship will become. He does however, invite
usto reflect the life of Christ in our attitudes and actions.

Now if someone is being abusive to you, then it might be a good
idea, to attempt to remove yourself from that situation, at |east
temporarily. But if we are not willing to live as Christ as stated,
then ultimately we are not living the Christian or the Christ-like
life.

v.40) if someone sues you for something, consider giving them
more than they sued you for. That would certainly be unexpected,
but it would be risky. Anytime we attempt to live as Christ lived,
we aretaking arisk of being taken advantage of.
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v.41) If someone forces you to go 1 mile, go an additional mile.
Risk giving more than people expect from you. Risk being
gracious and benevolent.

v.42) Giveto the beggar and loan to the borrower. Risk loss. Show
compassion, rather than hard core business sense.

v.44) Love not only your neighbor but your enemy as well. Risk
being offended.

Y es, pray for those who persecute or mistreat you. Risk
being a doormat. Was Jesus a doormat? It would be interesting to
hear Him answer that. My guessisthat He was beyond all those
earthly, human worries. “What will it look like?” “What will
people think?”  “Will people make a doormat of me?” Jesus had
more important, eternal concerns than that.

Somewhere, sometime and at some point, Christians must grow
and mature, such that offenses don’t so easily offend us and
insults, don’t so easily insult us.

John 13:15 For | have given you an example, that you also
should do just as | have done to you.

John 13:34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love
one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another.

How many times | have heard someone insulted, and their
response is “I don’t deserve that!” or “’You can’t treat me like
that!”” And out comes the sword of relational justice — an eye for
an eye, atooth for atooth, a hurt for a hurt, wound for wound,
insult for insult and offense for an offense.

1Peter 2:21-23 For to this you have been called, because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might
follow in hissteps. (22) He committed no sin, neither was deceit
found in hismouth. (23) When he was reviled, he did not revilein
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judgesjustly.

Our problems do not arise when we are insulted. The problems
arise when people who should be strong enough and mature
enough to handle such offenses and insults — don’t.
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Mat.5:44) But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, v.45) so that you may be sons of your Father
who isin heaven [clarification]

Why? What is the purpose of all this? Is God wanting to destroy
our lives? Does he want me to be taken advantage of or to be used
as adoormat?

Ultimately what it boils down to for the true believer in Jesus
Christ, isthat, God is not most concerned whether we have an
easy, blessed or “doormat” free life. God ismost concerned with

whether or not we, as His lesser children, reflect

We are not the image of Jesus, His greater child, in our lives
and in our relationships.

merely to reflect Any radio program that turns that message

our “Father” but around, any TV preacher that puts your comfort

before your suffering, any book that focuses on

SPGCIﬁ’Ca// our you feeling good about living a self-focused

Fatherin idolatrous life, turn it off, or thrown it away. It
will only lead you astray, asit deceives you —
heaven. leading you farther away from God, while

making you feel good about your journey.

A Chip off Which Block?

We have heard the adage, “he’s a chip off the ole block?” The
guestion for ustoday, iswhat block am I a chip off of? Or “The
apple doesn’t fall far from the tree?” What tree have I not fallen far
from?” In other words, who am | more like, my earthly Father or
my heavenly Father?

In the ancient Jewish culture, there was a strong tradition that, if
the father was a farmer, his sons would become farmers. If the
father was a carpenter, his son would become a carpenter.

It was my Dad’s desire that | would one day take over our
family business. | wasn’t too interested in that and | pursued
another vocation.
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God’s desire for us, is not to take over His family’s business, but
that we take on the family likeness. We are expected to reflect the
life of His Son Jesus.

Do not misunderstand the Matthew 5 passage. It is not by loving
our enemies, that we become children of our Father. Itis,
however, by loving our enemies, that we become known as
children of our Father and specifically — not children our earthly
father, but children of our heavenly Father. Those are crucial
clarifications of this passage.

And thisis where the rubber meets the road.

v.46) For if you love those who love you, what reward do you
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?

God is not most concerned whether we have an easy, blessed or
pleasant life. On the other hand, He is most concerned with
whether or not we, reflect the image of Jesus, in our lives. That is
what its all about for every single professing believer in Jesus
Christ — that through the circumstances of life, we are all molded
into the likeness of Jesus. (Rom.8:29)

From which block will others think you are a chip? Y our earthly
father or your Heavenly Father?

Our Biblical Example of a Christ like response.

OUR SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTION TO REFLECT CHRIST

What does it take to dispel discord and reconcile relationships and
ultimately reflect Christ?

a. Don’t make revenge or returning blows your goal, but
showing love.

1Cor. 13:4-8 Loveis patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it isnot arrogant (5) or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it isnot irritable or resentful; (6) it doesnot rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. (7) Love bearsall things,
believes al things, hopes all things, endures al things. (8) Love
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never ends. Asfor prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.

Are you willing to make this the goal of your life? Arewewilling
to align ourselves with the lifestyle and mannerisms that reflect the
inner transformed life of our Lord Jesus?

1Tim. 1:15-16 The saying istrustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of whom | am the foremost. (16) But | received mercy for this
reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his
perfect patience as an example to those who were to believein
him for eterna life.

“Example” — to help uslearn what it means for others to see Jesus
inme.

b. Redizethat it isnot revenge that wins out, but
understanding and reflecting Christ.

1Peter 3:7 Likewise, husbands, dwelling together according to
knowledge...

c. Bewilling to suffer for righteousness in being an
obedient, Christ reflecting, follower of Jesus.

1Pet. 2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might
follow in his steps.

“Example” — to help uslearn what it means for others to see Jesus
in me. It means we can risk being a “door mat”. It means we are
growing into being able to handle offenses and insults with grace

and maturity.

Disarming without force

Each of us must be growing in our ability to dispel discord and
reconcile relationships. It takes Jesus living on theinside - Hislife
reflecting out of us, and others taking note of or observing us. It
takes the image of God, displayed upon the soul of aman, being
observed in the eyes of the world.

36

Life Matters October 2012 Pulpit Series




What It Means For Others To See Jesus In You

It means the love, likeness and character of Jesus being reflected
and displayed in our attitudes, choices and behaviors, so that in the
eyes of the world, all that we do and say points others to our Lord
Jesus.

Here are some points of Biblical application in dispelling discord
and reconciling relationships.

1) By acting or dealing with otherslovingly -

Pro 10:12 Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.

How can we disarm our adversaries without using force? By
dealing with them lovingly — especially those who tend to quarrel
or argue. Peoplefind it either awkward or difficult in complaining
that you are loving toward them. It’s hard to have a fight between
only one person.

2) Don’t be proud, but be willing to hear the input of others
and consider their input or advice.

Pro 13:10 By insolence comes nothing but strife, but with those
who take advice is wisdom.

3) If you are a quick temper ed person, seek the sour ce of your
anger and the cause of your contentious spirit.

Pro 15:18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow
to anger quiets contention.

Repent from that and ask God to deliver you from that kind of
disposition. Not only does it make the lives of others most
miserable, it dishonors the name and cause of Jesus Christ.

Pro 20:3 Itisan honor for aman to keep aoof from strife, but
every fool will be quarreling.

Strife here is actually a Hebrew word that is spelled and
pronounced “rib”. When | was growing up, when someone was
antagonizing someone, or teasing them or trying to get under their
skin, we referred to it as “ribbing” one another. 1 don’t know if that
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is where the term “ribbing” came from or not, but it certainly
carries the same meaning.

4) Humble your self and be willing to take off the boxing gloves
and takethefirst step to dispelling discord.

1Pet. 5:6-7 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand
of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, (7) casting all
your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.

Rom. 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

How can | fight with the weapon of goodness?

Rom 12:14-21 (14) Blessthose who persecute you; bless and do
not cursethem. (15) Reoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. (16) Livein harmony with one another. Do not
be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. (17)
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all. (18) If possible, so far asit depends
on you, live peaceably with all. (19) Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it iswritten,
"Vengeanceis mine, | will repay, saysthe Lord.” (20) Tothe
contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if heisthirsty, give
him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coason hishead."” (21) Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

Here are some Peace Destroyersand Discord Producers

v.14) Cursing — anger, jealousy, pride — whether in attitudes or
words.

v.15) Failure to understand the position or perception of others

When others attempt to keep up appearances or present a
certain image - these are elements that hinder deep relationships
and masks understanding.
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Expectations and performance are things from which we
tend to judge or evaluate people.

John 8:15 - You judge according to the flesh; | judge no one.
2Cor. 5:16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according
to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the
flesh, we regard him thus no longer.

(hrist like behavior can Cﬁangc wor/a//y relations,
as others cxpcr/encc what it means to be treated

with /Datfencc and kindness.

We gather erroneous information, formulate inaccurate
perceptions, and follow through with inappropriate behavior, thus
negatively affecting our relationships — many of which are of far
greater value than the very things we argue over.

Here are some Peace Destroyersand Discord Producers
v.16) viewing others as lower, lesser or beneath yourself.

The Cast System is deep in the heart of every human, not just in
India.

v.17) revenge and retribution — we have opportunity to make or
keep peace, but our attitudes and actions take us in adifferent
direction.

Do you remember “The Thing” from The Fantastic Four? When
he got upset he’d say “Its Clobbering Time”.

There is a law called the law of “cause and effect”. For every
action thereis an equal and opposite reaction. And for every
relational offense, thereisan equal, if not greater reaction of
retaliation.

1Pet 2:22-23 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth. (23) When hewasreviled, he did not revilein return;
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when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judgesjustly.

Destroy discord and reconcile relationships with undeserved acts
of kindness. Anyone can fight back. That’s why the world is in
the shapeitsin now. Few are willing to forgive. Few are willing to
reflect the likeness of Jesus. But those who do, the promise is they
will become part of God’s solutions to strife, discord and
contentious relationships, while becoming a catalyst for kingdom
transformation.

Thisisour Scriptural Instruction to Reflect Christ.
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“Heart to Heart Combat:
Quenching Anger and
Sharing Love”

Text: Mat. 5:1-11 / Rom.12:10-21 10/28/12
Theme: strife and making and keeping peace

“For they disciplined us for ashort time as it seemed
best to them, but He disciplines us for our good,
that we may share His holiness.” - Hebrews 12:10

INTRODUCTION

What does it mean for others to see Jesus in you?

I’ve asked many this question, to get their thoughts. Here are some
responses.

- It means the fruit of the Spirit are increasingly evident in your
life.

- It means sensing aloving compassion towards othersin us
- It means an acceptance and openness to those unlike you.
- It means having the right attitude toward my work
- It means we evidence the character or nature of Christ, growing
from glory to glory — that is, His nature, essence and attributes.

The answer to this question, means everything to the true believer
and the true follower of Jesus Christ. Thisis paramount in what it
means to be a genuine, true, authentic, obedient, Christ loving
disciple.
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Ask yourself — “Do I really want this?” “Am | really willing to go
thisfar in the Christian faith, so asto actually do and genuinely
become what God expects of me?”

What does it mean for others to see Jesus in me?

It means that others see the holiness of Jesus Christ in my earthly
interactions. Hebrews 12:10 says, it is God’s purpose to build in us
the holiness of God Himself. That almost sounds blasphemous.

It means taking on the inner nature of God.

2Pet. 1:3-4 Hisdivine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who
called usto hisown glory and excellence, (4) by which he has
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through
them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful
desire.

What does it mean to share in the holiness of God and to become
“partakers of the divine nature”?

It means thereis a gradual, but ever increasing transformation in
my life. Asthe imprint of the image of God is restored upon my
soul, I am molded more in to the likeness of God’s Son, and that
through God, the Spirit of Holiness, | begin to exhibit more and

more of the qualities and attributes of God in my life, that others
are able to observe.

Our Sermon Titletoday is
“Heart to Heart Combat: Quenching Hate and Sharing Love”

God must first change our heart, our desire, our purpose, even our
reason for living. In fact we might say, we must first diein order
that we might properly live as true believing Christians.

How would the outcome have been different, if Joseph’s’ brothers
had not allowed jealousy to grow into anger — for anger to fester
into hatred and for hatred to give birth to the sinful desire of the
heart to murder Joseph? Or what would have been the outcome if
Cain had somehow found it in his heart to forgive Able?
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Gen 37:4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him
more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak
peacefully to him.

Hatred cannot be hidden. Hatred will not go away on its own.
Jealousy, anger and hatred are all natural occurrences and normal
inclinations of the human heart, of which we are born with and do
not need to learn.

How would we define unforgiveness?

UnForgiveness can be defined as holding the C/nfocgfvcncss
offenses from others against them; expecting o )
restitution or desiring revenge for hurts or wrongs is like keeping
done; imprisoning others in the dungeon of others
resentment and vengance.

/'/Tllorfsoncc/ i

Forgiveness on the other hand can be defined as not
keeping arecord of wrongs done to you; caring our dungeon of
enough for those who have offended you, to
surrender your hurts to God and entrusting Him to
work things out as only He can. Forgiveness might Y
be viewed as freeing others from their wounds and

angcr ana/

offenses against us.

WARNING FOR FORGIVENESS

Jesus warns us to prepare for forgiveness - perhaps even one sided
forgiveness.

Jesus went against the grain of the natural tendencies of the human
heart. He wastelling others how to reflect Hislife in them. He was
warning them that true discipleship requires, sacrifice and persona
inner, death.

Mat. 5:1-11 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and
when he sat down, his disciples cameto him. (2) And he opened
his mouth and taught them, saying: (3) "Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirsis the kingdom of heaven. (4) "Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. (5) "Blessed are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. (6) "Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. (7)
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"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (8)
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (9) "Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (10)
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for
theirsisthe kingdom of heaven. (11) "Blessed are you when
others revile you and persecute you and utter al kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. (12) Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you..

Forgiveness requires that we die to ourselves.

I’m Sorry - The inability to say, “I’m sorry”, may be evidence of a
strong hold of the broken, fallen, sinful, human nature in the life of
the Christian.

Please For give me - Theinability to ask for forgiveness may be a
sign that the Lordship of Jesus Christ is not part of the Christian
life, nor the filling of the Holy Spirit.

| Was Wrong - The inability or unwillingness to say, “I was
wrong” may be evidence of the strong hold of self-righteousness
and pride in the human heart.

| Chooseto Reflect Jesus - An inability or unwillingness to reflect
the life of Christ in your life, may reflect the absence of the life of
Christ inyour life.

Rom 12:20 To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
heisthirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will
heap burning coals on his head."

“But, | may get taken advantage of” “I may loose face” or “I may
get walked on or have to turn the other cheek”.

An unwillingness to feed your enemy or give your opposition a
drink may evidence the stench of rotting flesh, rather than the
fragrant aroma of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor.2:15)

“Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds
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upon the heel that has just crushed it.”
- Mark Twain

Question: How can anyone possibly live this out, without learning

the difficult discipline of one-sided forgiveness?
Blessed are those who are persecuted. Joyful are
those who are reviled. Blessed are the meek and
unoffensive. Blessed are the merciful, the purein to forgive
heart and the peacemakers.

/ tis /Dossfé/e

ot/lcrs,
How can a person ever become the peacemaker
without obeying and practicing one-sided even when
forgiveness? If we all waited around for an apology they don’t
from those who have offended us, then most of us
will die without ever being reconciled. If we chose deserve it

not to forgive until someone asked usto forgive, then
most would die with hearts full of offense, anger and
hatred, and even secret desires for revenge.

orask forit.

Jesus warns us to prepare for forgiveness - even one sided
forgiveness.

One Sided Relationships

Along with the warning of one sided forgiveness comes the
promise of one sided relationships. Jesus assures us that as a
disciple of our Lord Jesus, our liveswill be filled with one-sided
relationships. Our lives will be full of people who offend us, but
yet are the same to whom we are to demonstrate the life of Jesus.

“I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless | live. Yet not |, but
Christ lives in me...” - Ga.2:20

The Image of God, Upon the Soul of Man,
In The Eyes of the World

If we areto reflect Hislifein us, we will begin to exemplify the
Christ-like Beatitudes of Mat.5.
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And yet is goes against all that iswithin us as humans, yet
represent all that God expects from us if we are true believersin
our Lord Jesus.

Christ Reflecting Relationships

There was the expectation for true disciplesto reflect the life of
Jesus. If it isan important relationship to you, consider what you
might do to change, in order to make the relationship work.
Instead of praying for God to change the other person, pray God
will change you into the Jesus reflecting person He wants each of
us to become.

Vodie Bachman says, “Everybody wants to change the world, but
no body wants to change themselves.”

Regarding that challenging relationship in your life, consider this
application for change from 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.

1Cor. 13:4-8 Loveis patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it isnot arrogant (5) or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it isnot irritable or resentful; (6) it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. (7) Love bearsall things,
believes al things, hopes all things, endures al things. (8) Love
never ends. Asfor prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.

1 Cor.13:4) What word or act can | implement that would show
God’s patience to this person?

1Ti 1:16 But | received mercy for thisreason, that in me, asthe
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.

Think of the person you have a tough time loving.
According to verse 4, How can | meekly respond, that would not
be boastful or appearing to show myself equal or superior to them?

From 1 Cor.13:5, what respectful attitude and honoring words can
| use to keep from acting rude?
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From v.5, How can | phrase my thoughtsin order to keep me from

appearing irritable?

How can | agree or bend alittle, to allow the other person to see

that their input is valued?

From 1 Cor.13:7, what thoughts can | think about that would allow
me to believe the best and hope the best for this person and this

situation?

Possibilities:
* This person is a valuable creation of God.

* This person may be here by God’s will to help or purify me.
* This person may have some valuable input to the group or to the

Situation.
* This person has ideas, desires and input that long
to be expressed and accepted.

* God may have mein this person’s life to
encourage, build up in the Lord and to impart
confidence, faith and value.

| can remember a specific young lady | was
counseling or attempting to counsel, together with a
couple other counselors. This person was extremely
agitated and had a reputation for this kind of
behavior. She was unruly, angry, unusually strong
and simply did not do, what she did not want to do.

These counsel ors were attempting to convince her
that it would be in her best interest to calm down

and go back to her room. Things were only
escalating. At one point, she came stomping down
the hallway, of which | was standing in the middle.
During this ordeal, | was praying for God to
somehow touch her heart and calm her troubled spirit.
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approached me, | stepped aside to allow her to go by me. As she
stormed by | spoke her name and said, “God loves you and you are
a treasure of His creation”. | was surprised how that just came out
of my mouth.

That troubled, furious young girl immediately stopped in her
tracks, looked at me and said, in the voice of a tiny child, “thank
you”. And she was at peace.

Sometimes being a peacemaker may require that we treat
respectfully those whom we may not fully feel respectful toward.
And there are times when forgiveness is required, even one sided
forgiveness. and a one sided relationship.

Blessing our “enemies’, may require one sided forgiveness. We
simply cannot image how God plans to work when His children
obey hisword. We cannot see how things will work out logically,
but when we do things God’s way, it is always the right way.

When we are unwilling to forgive others, that unforgiveness tends
to fuel the fire that God desires to quench.

An Illustration of one sided forgiveness

“Greatest Story of Forgiveness™, by Gregory J. Rummo

Jim Elliot, Pete Fleming, Nate Saint, Ed McCully
) and Roger Y oudarian were American missionaries
“fTe iz no fool  \yorking in Ecuador. They had learned of a savage

who gives tribe of Indians that had killed several Shell Ol
company employees. Violence was away of life
what he for the Aucas. Six of every ten adult deaths were
SN Lccp homicides by spearing.
) Fearless, the missionaries initiated contact through
to gain

an ingenious method of lowering a bucket of gifts
that which from asmall airplane. As Nate Saint flew the
bright yellow single-engine Piper PA-14
he cannot lose”  overhead, banking it in atight circle, a bucket was
o i e lowered on along rope. It remained nearly
motionless, just long enough for severa curious
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Aucas to help themselves to what was inside. This continued for
several months.

Thinking they had gained their trust, the missionaries |landed their
plane on asand bar in the Curaray River. Over the ensuing days,
they made several friendly face-to-face encounters and even gave
one of the Aucas, Naenkiwi, aride in the plane. But on January 8,
1956, al five of the missionaries were attacked and brutally
murdered.

The world recoiled in horror. The images of the mutilated bodies,
recovered from the Curaray River, appeared in newspapers across
the county. LIFE Magazine ran a 10-page story on the incident. It
seemed to be nothing more than atragic loss.

But God would soon roll back the dark clouds of despair, allowing
the world a providentia glimpseinto his often mysterious ways.
God was about to make the wrath of man praise him.

Two years later, in what could be considered one of the greatest
acts of forgiveness in the 20th century, Elisabeth Elliot, Jim
Elliot’s wife and Rachel Saint, Nate Saint’s sister, went to live
with the tribe, now known as the Waodani.

The women studied the tribe’s language and learned their culture.
Their demonstration of forgiveness to the men who murdered their
loved ones so moved the Waodani, they were given the
opportunity to share the greatest story of forgiveness—Christ’s
death on the cross.

Many members of the tribe were converted to Christianity. The
murder rate among the Waodani dropped 90%.

Years later, Nate Saint’s son, Steve moved his family from Florida
to live with the Waodani. His children now call Mincaye, atribal
elder and the man who speared Steve Saint’s father to death,
“grandfather.”

This forgiveness occurred, long before anyone ever said, “I’'m
sorry for murdering your husband” or “I apologize for massacring
your father.”
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Thisis an example of someone who is reflecting the life of Jesusin
them, through one sided forgiveness.

JESUS AND THE WEEPING WOMAN
The Power of Forgiveness

In Luke 7:37-48 Jesus is at Simon’s house and a woman is there
presenting an awkward situation. She is weeping, washing his feet
with her tears and hair and she is pouring perfumed oil on Jesus’s
fee. Furthermore she was known to be a sinful woman. Simon,
thinks Jesus should realize who sheis and that in doing so, He
surely wouldn’t want her there.

Luke 7:40-43 And Jesus answering said to him, "Simon, | have
something to say to you." And he answered, "Say it, Teacher."

(41) "A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. (42) When they could not
pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love
him more?* (43) Simon answered, "The one, | suppose, for whom
he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, "Y ou have
judged rightly."

“She loved much because she was forgiven much” - Luke 7:47

Luk 7:47 Therefore | tell you, her sins, which are many, are
forgiven--for she loved much. But he who isforgiven little, loves
little."

God does not promise that each time we forgive someone, they
will in turn respond lovingly to us. He does, however, inform us
that thisis the attitude, and behavior of Jesus that we are to reflect
and display. And that in the process of evidencing forgiveness of
others, can implant the seed of love.

Be willing to call it quits and act like Christ

“Hoka Hey” was a statement used by the Sioux. Translated, it
means “It’s a good day to die”. It was traditionally said to have
been the battle cry of Crazy Horse. But it was more broadly
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believed to have been used by the Sioux people as an expression of
willingness and even eagerness to give one’s life in the name of
one’s cause. It was abelief that one should never live amoment of
one’s life with any regrets, or task left undone, which would make
today as good aday as any to die.

1Cor. 13:5 “... It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful;” - or “keeps no record of wrongs”. It literally means
to keep no inventory. Today we might say, “Keep short accounts”.

Or perhaps we might dare interpret this as a challenge to forgive
our offenders.

On the Andy Griffith show, there was a feud between the Carters
and the Wakefields. Sherriff Taylor stepped in to help and asked,
“What are you two are feuding over?” You know
their answer? “l don’t know.” “We can’t ,

remember”. Olpesstion il

Once you can’t recall exactly why you’re angry, It would anyone
may be time to lay down your musket and forgive withhold

your “offender”.
Forgiveness from

A One sided Forgivenessis possible. A One sided
reconciliation is possible. However, one sided another?

relationship restoration is not possible. A restored A Refusal
rel ationship requires the same determination from newer ettioa
both partiesin order to be restored. to die to self.

However afault overlooked and an offense
forgiven, can by anyone’s step toward guenching anger, keeping
peace, averting potential disaster and nurturing love.

“She loved much because she was forgiven much” - Luke 7:47

* When the person comes to their senses, they will see that you
were willing to sacrifice for the sake of the relationship.

Where does unforgiveness reside and where does forgiveness take
place? Within the heart and mind and spirit of the one offended.

If we say we do not forgive, but say we are obediently living and
reflecting the life of Jesus, what practical difference does that
make? And isit even true? If we harbor unforgiveness but show
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kindness, what does it accomplish? If we act lovingly but refuse to
forgive, what good is that?

If we bless others, but withhold forgiveness, who benefits and who
is harmed? If we live reflecting the life of Christ, but keep othersin
the dungeon of forgiveness, what does that do or say or
communicate to others?

Unforgivenessisthe fruit from awell-tended garden, where the
weeds of love are regularly pulled — where the mulch of kindness
isregularly withheld, where the water of selflessnessis
purposefully omitted, and the fallow ground of hard heartednessis
left untilled. Surely, unforgivenessis not appropriate for the true
believer and authentic follower of Jesus Christ.

Off the Page and into my life

It seems, that far too many people don’t know how to handle a
threatening relationships, other than by arguing, fighting and
threatening in return.

Here are some Biblical suggestions on one sided forgiveness
toward others.

1) Find away to agree with the angry person.

Mat 5:25 Cometo terms quickly with your accuser while you are
going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison.

This refersto attempting to come to a peaceful agreement, which
will put an end to fighting and bickering.

2) Find away to keep from opposing the angry person.

Mat 5:39 But | say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if
anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.

An evil person is often bent on arguing with selfish motives. This
will prove to be unproductive in most any resolution, much less
achieving peace.
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3) Find away to defer the provoking conversation or
circumstances until things have died down. Choose your words
carefully

Pro 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs
up anger.

Offer an apology if appropriate. Gary Chapman, says, “you
cannot have a meaningful lasting relationship without apology.”

* Maybe the best thing to do isto remain silent.

Isa 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth; like alamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a
sheep that before its shearersis silent, so he opened not his mouth.

There were times when even Jesus remained silent.
4) Work on keeping your own anger under control

Pro 15:18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow
to anger quiets contention.

Remove yourself from the situation if necessary, as was the case
with the strife between Abraham & Lot in Gen.13.

5) Attempt to determine what has provoked the anger and attempt
to understand the offended person’s position.

Pro 30:33 For pressing milk produces curds, pressing the nose
produces blood, and pressing anger produces strife.

* Remember God’s word has many, many, many instructions
regarding relationships and forgiveness.

Rom 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Rom 12:14 Blessthose who persecute you; bless, and do not
curse.

Mat 5:44 But | say to you, Love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who
despitefully use you and persecute you,
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“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” — Mat.7:12
“Don’t’ do unto others as they have done unto you.” conversely

What does the person need to receive from you? Christ-like
understanding and compassion .

What does the person need to seein you? Life of Christ.

What does God expect from us? That we reflect the love, likeness
and character of Jesus, in our attitudes, choices and behavior.

Q: What does it mean for others to see Jesusin Me?

| hope we have been able to understand more of what it meansto
reflect the love, likeness and life of Jesusin our attitudes, choices
and behavior. It isnot merely what the world needs. It iswhat the
Lord commands.
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Don’t close this booklet yet

without considering this all important question.

IsJesus Christ the Savior or your soul
and theLord of your life?

Every person is born guilty of sin and in need of forgiveness.

For al have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,;
--Romans 3:23

Our sinis against God, therefore our forgiveness can only come
from God.

For God so loved the world, that he gave hisonly
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. --John 3:16

God has appointed His Son as the payment for sins and sent Him
to diein our place.

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eterna life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
-- Romans 6:23

God’s love is demonstrated through the sacrificial payment of
Jesus Christ in our place for our sins.

...but God shows hislove for usin that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. ---Romans 5: 8

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved." -- Rom10:13

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God, - John 1:12

Before you close this book, why not be absolutely certain that your
are truly a citizen of God’s eternal kingdom and loving family?

Trust in Jesus Christ today and receive forgiveness
for your sins and citizenship into God’s family and
His Kingdom.
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A - Admit you have sinned and arein need of a Savior.

B - Believe Jesus died in your place, and you can no way help
yourself.

C - Confess your sinsto God. He already knows.
- also Confess Jesus as you LORD.

Prayer: Taketimeto talk to God right now and open your heart
and life to Hisinstruction and leadership.

Connect with alocal Bible believing, Christ centered church.

Commit yourself to meeting regularly with other Christians who
are growing in their faith.

Heb 10:24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works, (25) not neglecting to meet together, asis
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and al the more as
you see the Day drawing near.

Act 2:41-42 So those who received his word were baptized, and
there were added that day about three thousand souls. (42) And
they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

For more information or for spiritual help, please contact us at:
Christ E. Free Church, PO Box 619, 19682 Hill Rd,
Saegertown, Pa, 16433, Ph: 814-763-2934, www.christefca.org
We have a free booklet on:
Water Baptism: The First Step of Believer's Obedience.
and also
A New Creation: Beginning Your New Life In Christ

It is our prayer that you find Jesus Christ to be,
your greatest purpose, your highest calling, your
soul’s source and joy, and your all-consuming
passion.
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Other Free Booklets downloadable at www.ChristEFCA.org
1 PETER, (5Vols): Suffering in Solourmnq_{ The Church God Always Wanted
ANEw CREATION: Beginning Your New Life In Christ
ADVENT: The Submission of Christ
ADVENT 2018: Why Was Jesus Born? J.E.S.U.S.
AMERICA ADRIFT: A Culture in Crisis and the Challenges Before the Church
BALANCING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: (2V0L) Growing together in the Basics _
g_}gi&LLENGES OF FAITH FROM CHARACTERS IN THE BIBLE: Life Struggles of Real People in the
ible
CHRIST'S COMING KINGDOM: What Will Be Will Be .
ADVENT STORY Book: Children’s Story and coloring book for Christmas
CPR Evangelism: Helping others Step from Death to Life N
DRAWING NEARER: Purposeful Steps Toward The Next Level of Spiritual Growth
DISCIPLING A COMMUNITY: Your life is like a stone in the water: What Affect will You Have?
EASTER STORY Book: Children’s Story and Coloring book for Holy Week
ETERNITY: What Will It Really Be Like? B
EVIDENCE OF GOD IN COUNTRY: Proof through our documents, monuments and edifices
FACING THE FLAWS OF OUR INNER WORLD: (2Vol) Starving the Old, Nurturing the New
GIFTS AND FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; A Match Made in Heaven
GOD’S BLUEPRINT FOR THE FAMILY: The Intelligent Divine Design
GROWING THROUGH GRIEF: When Pain Won't End and Hope Seems Lost
HoLy WEEK 2011: %uesﬂons About Christ and His Resurrection?

HoLy WEeEk 2012: Questions about Life and Death? How Dead Will we Really Be?
HoLy WEEk 2016: Events Surrounding the Passion Week

How GREAT IS OUR Gob! Knowing and Growing in Experiencing God

IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ALMIGHTY: Life Transforming Prayer & Communion

IN THE SHADOW OF THE SHEPHERD: Sheep Becoming Like the Servant Shepherd
INTERESTS AND INQUIRIES: Curious Cultural Concerns for The Future

JAMES g4VoI): Faith That Makes A Difference

JOHN 15: Abiding in Christ, Our True Vine_

JOHN 17: Praying with Christ, Our High Priest

Is THERE A GOD? Christian Tract, Asking Questions. . .

JUDE: (2Vol) STANDING FIRM, When the Rest of the World is Falling Away.

KISS:  Kingdom Impact Saturation Strategy

KINGDOM VISION: Seeing the World and God's Kingdom as God does

LIFEGROUP INFO: Christian recovery or re-entry format & Bible discussion

LIFE MATTERS: What It Means for Others To See Jesus In You o

MAKING LIFE WORK (2Vol): Discovering Your God Focused Purpose in Living
MALACHI: God's Book of Secrets _ .

MISSIONS INTRO: DIRTY DISCIPLESHIP: Preparing the Soil / Heart, for the Seed / Word.
MissIoNs 2016: THE MINISTRY OF JONAH and God's Heart for the Nations.

MissIONS 2017: IN YOUR GOING - Some Sugernatural Elements in the Early Church
MissIONS AT HOME: “YOUR LIFE IS LIKE...” The Challenge to Disciple A Community
Misslons: 100 Years: So Where Are We Now? o

MOoRE THAN CONQUERORS: Shaking Off the Shackles of Defeated Christianity
PHILIPPIANS: (4VoL) The Proper Joy-Filled Christian PersBecnve

PRAYERS OF DESPERATION: Prayer God Answers But No One Wants To Pray

RUTH: Our Unmerited Blessedness in the LORD. _

SECRETS AND SHADOWS: Finding Your Source in the Most High

SERMON ON THE MOUNT: (2vols) The Narrow Way of true Christ followers

SURVIVING THE STORMS OF THE SouL: The Presence of God in Times of Trouble

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL (2V0LS): ...Good News, of Great Joy, for All Peoples

THE HoLY SPIRIT: The Friend You Need To Get To Know

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: Seeing and Living the Kingdom of Heaven

THE 12DISCIPLES: (2VoL) Our Spiritual Ancestors — Their Faith and Failures

THE WONDER OF IT ALL: The End Times of Trials, from Mark 13 _
TRAGEDIES OF LIFE: Things God Allows & Blessings from Heaven's Perspective
WATER BAPTISM (& INFANT DEDICATION): The First Step of Believer's Obedience )
WHAT GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER (2VOL): A Handbook for Pre-Marriage Consideration
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CieL sy
May each lesson bring a growing submission, a deeper obedience
and an incirrease of the righteous refgn of the Lordsfiip oi Jesus
Christ in the fullness of His Spirit, in His Church and throughout
our mission field.

-- Downloadable free resources at: www.christefca.org --

Christ E Free Church, 19682 Hill Rd., PO Box 619 Saegertown Pa
16433
www.ChristEFCA.org (814) 763-2934
ChristEFree@gmail.com
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